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Think softer, not as ‘boxed’. Rounded leathers 
with trims in quite supple materials – very 
much like purses for women – are the norm for 
the briefcase in today’s fashion, but even more 
so is the fact that you’re not just packing 
pagers and envelopes. You might be holding 
your laptop in the briefcase. Pens. Other 
pockets will hold other things for more of that 
on-the-go functionality. 

It Tells You That Business No Longer 
Will Always Be in a 9-5 Office 

It might be at another client's office. Or a train. 
Or a bus. Or a beach. Or anywhere for that 
matter. The point is your corporate style is at 
the point where you can operate in another 
country if you wanted to. That's not to say 
business had to change it up. Lifestyle, tech, 
and opportunities have increased, thereby 
evolving the constant that is corporate. 

 

 
 

Backpacks of the New Year: 

From Schoolbooks 

to the Fashion Runway 

You might already guess what this is about – 
this is about backpacks becoming fashionable, 
with glitter, trim, diamonds, and other goodies 
to make the "man bags" look classy, and 
surprisingly, we've been there. It's true: we've 
been through such man bag trends that the all-
inclusive utilitarian backpack has become the 
sophisticated black leather type that only the 
rich high school kid would ever bring to school. 
Guess what: 

That's Just Not the Case With Backpack Trends 
in Fashion Today 

Surprisingly, we're seeing with backpacks a 
more rugged style, something like out of a 
camper's playbook – what with the earthy hues 
and tough materials like suede and canvas. 
Don't get us wrong: they're still quite stylish and 
fairly minimal compared to some of those other 
kiddie backpacks we see with the plastic and 
funky colors. 

The reason for the rugged trend is simple – 
these days, everyone is wearing a backpack for 
one reason or another. The rucksack isn't just 
for your teenager anymore. It can be for the 
archeologist,   the   photographer,   the wildlife 
rehabilitator, the biologist, the athlete. And 
we’re even seeing a more casual (versus fun and 
functional) approach to the backpack, 
harnessing straps and even a PE-kit-like 
drawstring. 

It's an Interesting Change and Shift, But Not 
Without Its Subtleties in Fashion 

  

Believe It or Not, 

But It’s True! 
 

Fashion has TRULY evolved. 

Even men can have bags, 

but it has to be done right. 

 

The perfect “man bag” does exist 

if you follow these important tips. 

 

 

“Your job, or your hobbies, might 
require you to wear a backpack.” 

“Business has gone mobile.” 

 There was once was a time when the 
backpack was so functional that you could fit 
umpteen-million pencils, notebooks, and 
even a small TV into one. Nowadays the 
backpack has become more of the minimalist 
simpleton, and ironically.... That lends to its 
fashion sense quite well! Understated, yet 
natural. 

Your job, or your hobbies, might require you 
to wear a backpack. Just know you're in 
style! Everything else? Here at the Trendy 
Butler, we can take care of that for you. 

*** 

The Briefcase Gets Back to Being 
Laid Back in a Big Way 

So you like the corporate look and feel. It's 
cool. We totally get it, and it's still relevant 
even today with everyone’s flexible 
entrepreneur breaking the mold and going 
beyond the black tie or business suit. These 
days CEOs wear jeans and company 
Presidents wear flip-flops, and it might be 
just a matter of a time before we see our 
own U.S. President in sweat pants. 

But the Briefcase? It Has to Evolve With the 
Times. 

That briefcase among the “man bag” trends 
we’re currently seeing used to be the sign of 
slick elegance with structure, but given how 
the standard 9-5 of the businessman going to 
more relaxed dress codes and the style of 
business taken given a more flexible and 
malleable approach, the briefcase honestly 
has become way more laid-back. 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

when made out of canvas. But for a year-round use, 
leather's the way to go. And keep it simple, stupid 
(not you, though, you're never stupid). K.I.S.S. K-I-S-
S. Kiss. 

 

As in we’re willing to bet that hot chick you’ve been 
pining over will plant you one when she sees how 
super-fashionable you are with your Trendy Butler 
clothes and the sweet bag you’ve got strapped over 
your shoulder. 

That Messenger Bag Will Ultimately Make You 
Look Like a Sporty BOSS 

A journeyman. An entrepreneur. A man who isn't 
afraid to wear down his shoes in a walk from 
business to business, killing it in industry and 
market. And doing it while looking foooooiiine. 

The obviously great thing, though, about the 
messenger bag that’s sporty is that it combines the 
functionality of a tote  and  the  class  and  business 

 

Business has gone mobile. And so has the 
briefcase. If you're still in on the corporate look, 
that's what you want. 

*** 

Forget the Suitcase: 
Go With the Nifty Weekend Bag 

The biggest problem with fashion and overnight 
bags typical of 1-person trips (business trips, most 
likely) is that they’re largely very utilitarian with 
minimal personality and fashion. Times change. 
Trends occur. And an evolution that says good-
bye to the suitcase and HELLO to the new 
weekend bag trend we’re seeing in men’s fashion 
is now upon us. 

Weekend Bags for Men Are In, But Here's How 
You Do the Fashion Right 

Without a doubt, the Trendy Butler has you 
covered in how to look professional and 
functional without losing purpose. 

That was largely the problem with your 
traditional overnight bag (when you don’t need a 
suitcase, basically) – the overnight bag was just, 
well…a bag. Its sole purpose was to just carry a 
few items of clothing and maybe some snacks. 

In this day and age, though, the weekend bag has 
made it possible for the entrepreneur to travel 
light and still look like a million bucks. Again, 
Business has gone mobile. Accommodations, as 
you can see, have also received that same 
mentality. 

Think military when considering a weekend bag. 
You want completely durable, but styled 
beautifully. That way, you don't lose the 
functionality but retain the fashion sense. Some 
of the best examples of weekend bags include 
tough  canvas  material,  beefed-up  leather  and 

“It’s no secret: “man bags” 
are in today’s fashion.” 

waxed cotton for wear-and-tear resistance. 
Webbed strapping and lots of pockets not 
only make for a sophisticated look, but a 
functional look as well. 

 

More importantly, your new weekend bag 
needs to be completely practical even on 
the inside. Bags with laptop and tablet 
pockets will go a long way for a weekend 
bag instead of one that's just empty on the 
inside. Think of a wallet – make your 
weekend bag like that, only that much 
bigger. 

Those Are the Types of Weekend Bags You 
Want to Look For 

And now you know, courtesy of the Trendy 
Butler. It's no secret: "man bags" are in 
today's fashion. And if you are a 
journeyman with minimal maintenance for 
your business trips, that new weekend bag 
will serve you well while making you look 
like a millionaire entrepreneur! 

*** 

How a Sporty "Mailman" 
Can Look Like a Million Bucks 

Yes. It's true. In today's male fashion 
world, bags are trending! Don't cry. It's 
true. Here's the thing, though: 
you can have a bag, specifically a satchel 
or messenger bag, be a "mailman," and 
look classy as Hell! Some poor saps give it a 
shot without a little fashion know-how and 
end up looking like the latest emo teen at 
a Fall out Boy concert. Alas, the Trendy 
Butler has you covered with the way to 
wear a satchel or messenger bag the right 
and sporty way. 

These Days, the Messenger Bag Will Look 
Just as Structured as a Briefcase 

That's the key. Most satchels or messenger 
bags end up tattered around the edges 
given the constant use. While you'll be 
using your "man bag" often, the way the 
bag is manufactured will make a 
difference. Think leather. Not fabric. And 
you get the idea. 

That’s not to say you can’t use anything 
other than leather, though. For the 
summer season, a perfectly great satchel 
or messenger bag  can  hit  the  right  note 

 

“Your man bag actually is 
one heck of a chick magnet!” 



  

 

The Evolution of Wallet to Clutch 

for the Male Entrepreneur 

My, how things have changed in men's fashion (for 

the better). We've gone from the traditional wallet 

(which in all fairness still hits home for many men 

anyway) to what has been called the 'clutch'. Some 

may refer to it even better as the folio, a type of 

"wallet" holding more than just money! 

The Reason Why the Clutch/Folio/Pouch Is 

Trending in Men's Fashion Today 

 

It's more or less about society's evolution from a 

man's service in a career to his expression. 

We’re talking about artists. Writers. Models. The 

portfolio is the new business card. We're 

transcending a newer age where a man can be 

much more than Mr. Money Bags and can opt for 

an outlook that expands his horizon and reach an 

audience on his own -- and not hire or manage 

others to do it for a company. 

This typically means that the folio becomes a 

fashion staple, but it obviously has to be done right. 

Not all folios need to be flowery and cheeky. 

They can be sleek and sophisticated 
with neutral colors and go miles for a 
man. 

First off, just know what a folio is: it's 
larger than A4 size and with multiple 
compartments for all sorts of 
documents and stationary. Like we said -
- it's like a big "wallet." The idea is this 
folio's designed for a corporate feel -- 
you carry your resumes, your comp 
cards, your portfolio art pieces. 
Anything that shouldn't be "folded" or 
bent goes in the folio. 

It's professional. It's slick. It says my 
career sits in here like a king. 

Now don't get us wrong: it's not just 
used for work. It's small enough that 
you can take it wherever you go, but big 
enough that you're not fattening it up 
with your coin and stuffing your pants 
pocket with it. While at work, simple 
and sleek tends to be the way to go (like 
a small briefcase), but when you're out 
of the office, designs and bolder colors 
take precedence. Whatever you do, just 
make sure it matches you. 

In Truth, the Clutch Doesn't Have Much 
of a Gender Anyway 

We know what you're thinking: it's not 
"masculine" enough. That's not what 
this is about. Back in the day, the folio 
was most likely for the art student, but 
has now expanded into other industries, 
making it that much more noticeable. 
Business has exploded in various 
markets. To make a statement, as a 
businessman, it's pretty clear: you need 
a clutch! 

 

Soiree of a briefcase. You can't go wrong. See? 
Your man bag actually is one heck of a chick 
magnet! 

*** 

How to Use a Tote Like a Titan 
Without Putting a Picnic in for the Beach 

In today’s fashion – specifically Men’s fashion – 
you’d perhaps half-expect to see men carrying 
around bags. Aren’t bags just for women? NO. 
Men can carry them, too. And the best part is 
these bags can look quite fashionable in today's 
society, even if it is a tote, something that typically 
would hold sandwiches and juice for a family (and 
your wife was the one that packed it, plus the 
flower designs were all her and not you). 

The Fact Is the LUXURY Tote Has Hit the Trend for 
Men's Fashion in a Big Way, and Here's Why 

 

Professionals out there give that air of quality 
about themselves, but with the functionality and 
prowess of a backpack without feeling like you're 
in college. In other words.... You want the 
space and the fashion to go with it. A luxury tote 
serves that purpose perfectly. 

 

You have to find the right kind of tote, though.   
You’ll see high-quality leather options in all 
sorts of neutral colors that'll fit the professional 
man as he walks to client offices and delivers 
the goods like a champ. You can, however, go 
bold with the luxury tote if you know how to 
play the message right (no flower patterns, 
though). 

This year, some catchy slogans, logos, all-over 
prints and even crayon-box shades seem to be 
trending for male fashion. Think of your 
personality, and go with that. Otherwise, the 
practical design and streamlined look with the 
monochromatic color is always a surefire 
choice. 

Above all else, the tote needs to be quite 
sturdy, as in metal hardware and handles. That 
gives it that masculine quality without losing 
the fact that it's still a tote. Just a man's tote 
(puff up the chest, will you?). You can even find 
a luxury tote these days with a removable 
shoulder strap (because those guns of yours 
can just carry the damn thing with your hands, 
and you'll look like a beast doing it). 

It's True: Those Luxury Totes Are In for Men 

So don't be afraid to buy one. And then carry 
one. Wherever you go. Professionally. The tote 
doesn't have to be a whole recreation thing 
now. It has transcended its natural use for 
something a bit more commercial and business. 
All that matters is which tote fits your style the 
most. That, my friend, is all up to you. 

*** 

 

“Aren’t bags just for women? NO.” 

“The portfolio is the new business card.” 


