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1. HOME
Personal Injury Lawyers Serving Virginia Beach and Hampton, Virginia
Virginia Beach personal injury lawyers with experience
Of all legal niches in the industry, personal injury often is studied, researched, litigated and reported heavily, especially in the areas of Williamsburg and Virginia Beach where one of the highest traffic seaports are located, packed with tourists and our soldiers. It’s for this reason that Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers are on the task to provide documented, effective and professional representation in the realm of personal injury law. The key to efficient litigation is proving negligence. We can show that you were never to blame for your own accident and that you deserve suitable compensation for medical expenses, time off work and emotional distress. By law, if someone else can be proven to be responsible for the accident, it’s our duty to show that in court successfully.

Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers offer results and personal attention for victims in the greater Norfolk area, treating clients as part of a family. Our motto is: Your Injury, Our Fight! And that motto can be seen in some of our greatest accolades, such as:

· 60-80% Referral Based

· The 3rd Largest Auto Settlement in Virginia ($5 Million Settlement)

· Top 100 Lawyer Status (Martindale, AVVO, Superlawyers)

It’s personal for us. We fight until it’s shown that your compensation is received by you. Because you deserve it.

Forms of personal injury 
include:

· Premises Liability – By law, if you get into some kind of accident in someone’s place of business, legally the owner of the business may be responsible for your compensation.

· Product Liability – Likewise, product defects often do play a role in many personal injury cases, because it’s that defect that may have caused the accident to occur.

· Medical Malpractice – The medical field frequently faces issues in personal injury given the importance of such situations as surgery and birth. If something goes wrong in the operating or emergency room, that typically means the physician, surgeon or nurse may be held liable.

· Spinal Cord and Brain Injuries – This is specifically the case with operations involving the spine and brain. Very easily an injury can occur during procedures. The patient has the right to fair compensation if that’s the case.

· Railroad Accidents – Like other auto accidents
, oftentimes passengers can be entitled to compensation for wrongful deaths, dismemberment, injury and other unfortunate incidents due to a railroad incident resulting from negligence.

Litigating an auto accident personal injury claim in Virginia

While on the subject of personal injury and railroad accidents
, even more common are the random yet frequent events of automobile crashes, collisions and distracted driving. It’s almost a common daily occurrence to hear on the news that there was a car accident somewhere in Virginia Beach, Hampton or Williamsburg. While insurance claims rely on no-fault standards, personal injury lawsuits rely on the evidence that there are medical expenses, time off work, and possibly even wrongful death, to determine the need for additional compensation. Additionally, personal injury law applies to motorcycle and trucking accidents as well, governed by specific traffic laws and licenses both on the consumer and commercial level. Obviously, consult with a qualified attorney from our dedicated Virginia Beach personal injury law firm
.

Our Virginia Beach personal injury attorneys will fight for you

Simply contact us at one of our two offices, located in Virginia Beach and Hampton. We have free parking and literature, and we’re always available for appointments to provide confidential consultations. Let the offices of Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers help you get the compensation you deserve. Contact us today at [ln::phone] or via our web site
.

2. ABOUT THE FIRM
Viewing the Background of Your Top Virginia Beach Personal Injury and Auto Accident Law Firm
A Look at the most experienced personal injury lawyers from Virginia
Located in Virginia Beach and Hampton at two separate offices, we have here uncompromising experience in personal injury law, backed by 40 years of success in the industry. Serving several areas in the state, including Norfolk and Williamsburg, we at Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers emphasize communication and a family feel. And rightly so, as when it comes to personal injury law, we fight for your personal right to compensation for the negligence resulting in your unfortunate accident.

We focus on our areas of practice with professionalism

The greatest focal point of our practice is not simply that we’re extremely well versed with personal injury law. Rather, we constantly research and study it. We receive referrals, because we are in fact among the very best in the legal niche for the state. Our areas of practice include:

· Car Accidents – In the area of personal injury, accidents that occur in a small vehicle are common and often result in injuries costing long-term medical expenses, lost time from work and even wrongful death.

· Truck Accidents – While that also applies to trucking accidents, negligence plays a large factor in this as well given the resulting injuries and/or deaths resulting from such an accident. Personal injury claims involving trucks is also common.
· Motorcycle Accidents – There are specific laws regarding motorcycle accidents as well, and we focus on that specifically as a relevant part of personal injury law, protecting the rights and receipt of compensation for serious accidents occurring on a motorcycle.
· Railroad Accidents – In the event that a train ends up crashing, passengers can and often do file personal injury claims for the amount of expenses in medical bills, emotional distress and other factors.
· Medical Malpractice – In the medical field, doctors and nurses are very much responsible for providing the best possible service for patients. If those serving in the medical field fail due to negligence, that type of personal injury is called medical malpractice.
· Brain Injuries – More specifically, a surgical procedure involving the spinal cord or brain, not followed appropriately, can result in serious or permanent damage to the patient. This type of medical malpractice would require a surgeon to be held responsible for that damage.
· Premises Liability – When in a place of business, such as a restaurant, if someone were to slip and fall on the floor due to wetness that would constitute a ‘premises liability.’ If the injured person wasn’t reasonably aware there was a wet floor, the owner of the business must be held liable.
· Product Liability – The same would apply to a particular product an owner was selling. If research and investigation discovered that the product somehow caused an injury, the seller must also be held liable.
· Wrongful Death – Ultimately, this applies to family members or other interested parties aware of the death of someone as a result of some form of negligence resulting in a personal injury. An interested party can file a personal injury claim in this matter.

Our personal injury attorneys John Cooper and Jim Hurley can focus on any of these types of personal injury claims with complete professionalism and knowledge backing them up. We emphasize personal attention in our Virginia law firm, maintaining the goal that our communication with you always follows through.

Visit one of the best personal injury law firms in Virginia

The offices of Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers will undoubtedly provide the best confidential consultations, keeping you informed throughout the entire process with effective representative. Simply contact us now at [ln::phone] or visit our web site 
for more information. We’re here to help you. 

3. JIM HURLEY

The Effective Personal Injury Attorney in Virginia
Encompassing decades of professionalism in personal injury law
Since 1991, Mr. Hurley has been a staple in the legal industry with regard to personal injury law right in Virginia. Specifically, his focus was in the realm of motor vehicle accidents, securing the suitable and beneficial compensation victims deserve in their legal claims. In total, Mr. Hurley has tried around 100 jury trials, both federally and statewide, cases that were taken straight to court through aggressive litigation, fighting for the rights of the victims in question. He’s actually been through hundreds more cases automatically settled outside of the courtroom. Additionally, he focuses specific attention on prepping his clients, ensuring the very best representation anyone would find in the courtroom. This efficiently allowed clients the ability to tell their stories with poise and candor, reaching the hearts and minds of those in the courtroom.

After solidifying his success in personal injury law with respect to automobile accident and injury claims, he began his firm with Mr. John Cooper, adding the experience of such forms of personal injury law as medical malpractice, railroad accident claims, premises liability matters and numerous cases involving product liability injuries.

Practice areas

· Car Accidents

· Truck Accidents

· Motorcycle Accidents

Bar admissions

· American Association for Justice

· American Bar Association

· Virginia Trial Lawyers Association

· Virginia Beach Bar Association

· Norfolk Portsmouth Bar Association

Education

· J.D., Thomas M. Cooley Law School, 1990

i. Cum Laude, 10th in class of 143

· Bachelor’s, University of Arizona
4. JOHN COOPER
The Standard in Virginia Personal Injury Law
Looking at the history and credentials of one of the best personal injury attorneys in Virginia
It’s no secret that Mr. Cooper holds a history of decorated accolades in his work throughout the legal industry. Hailing from Norfolk and Virginia Beach, he took his desire to help people and made it into his calling, finishing law school and then returning home in 1988 to work for a prestigious federal judge of the U.S, District Court. There, he spent 23 years total helping victims with their personal injury claims and lawsuits, ensuring that their lawful and rightful compensations were received in accordance with state law.

From the courts in Hampton Roads to Norfolk and straight out of Virginia Beach, Portsmouth, Chesapeake, Newport News and Suffolk, Virginia has seen Mr. Cooper’s unparalleled work in the court room, delivering representation for his clients. His main focus had always been car, truck and motorcycle accidents, but he then expanded his knowledge of personal injury law to include railroad worker injury claims, railroad accidents and wrongful deaths. He supports the success of his firm with the leadership and candor of Mr. Hurley right at his side.
Practice areas

· Car Accidents

· Truck Accidents

· Motorcycle Collisions

· FELA Law-related Railroad Worker Injuries

· Wrongful Deaths

· Railroad Crossing Accidents

Honors
· $3.5 Billion Settlement, Largest Compensation of 2010

· FELA Litigation Group Chair of the American Association for Justice, 2011

· District Governor of the Virginia Trial Lawyers Association Board of Governors, 2010-2011
· VA “Super Lawyers” Listing, 2010

· Top 100 Trial Lawyers in VA, 2011

· Top “AV” Martindale-Hubbell Rating, 2004

· Member of the Multi-Million Dollar Advocates Roundtable, 2010

· AVVO Ranking 10 of 10 (Superb)

Education

· J.D., University of Virginia, 1988
5. PERSONAL INJURY
What Our Virginia Beach and Norfolk Personal Injury Lawyers Do for You
Understanding personal injury law in Virginia
Personal injury law is our strength and passion here at Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers of Virginia Beach and Williamsburg. That’s why we focus solely on the client, providing virtually 24/7 representation, ensuring the best chance of obtaining the compensation you deserve. It’s clear, though, to develop a solid understanding of what personal injury law is, or better yet what a “personal injury” entails.

Essentially, if you’re suffering from a personal injury, most likely you just had an accident resulting from someone else’s negligence, disregard or oversight. By law, that entitles you to compensation that should cover these costs:

· Current and Future Medical Expenses

· Current and Future Lost Income

· Property Damage

· Quality of Life Damage

· Physical and Emotional Pain and Suffering

The key to proving that the personal injury must be compensated by another party is to prove that the other party was, in fact, negligent. That’s what we do. We bring the truth out.

It just so happens that from an insurance standpoint, an adequate settlement to that personal injury claim never pans out. You’re often left with much less than you need to cover your expenses. Why? Because it’s the goal of an insurance company to minimize as much of that payout as possible, protecting their own interests and finances. The only way to receive fairness in the courtroom and in the quality financial care of the results of your personal injury in Virginia is by hiring one of our aggressive, passionate and professional personal injury attorneys, John Cooper and Jim Hurley.
What kind of personal injury claims are there?

Personal injury law in Virginia can come in a variety of claims, often due to the fact that accidents can happen just about anywhere. These specific practice areas include:

· Motor Vehicle Accidents – Car crashes are very common in personal injury claims, specifically because of the fact that it’s often someone else’s responsibility, fault, for the accident.

· Railroad Accidents – Associated with the organization owning the railroad, whenever there’s an accident, it’s often the responsibility of that organization. Personal injury claims against the company behind the train or track are common when there’s an accident, causing everything from injury to death.

· Medical Malpractice – Just as we hold liability for railroad companies, we also hold liability for doctors, surgeons and nurses. In a hospital, they’re responsibility for providing quality care. When they don’t out of negligence, the patient obviously shouldn’t have to suffer financially for the mistake made during an operation, procedure or appointment.

· Premises Liability – You may be an individual that had suffered an accident within a place of business. If that’s the case, you may actually not be liable for that accident. It could’ve been anything simple as a slip and fall due to mop water on the floor. By law, the owner of the business is responsible for such an incident and must provide adequate compensation for any expenses you may incur resulting from the accident.

· Product Liability – Likewise, If you’re in a place of business or even just in a store, and you purchase something that later causes you to have an accident – such as a defective product contaminated with a pathogen causing you to get sick – the owner of the store or the manufacturer can be facing a personal injury claim in the very near future.

· Wrongful Death – Even in the situation of death, loved ones and family members can actually pursue a personal injury claim to pay for funeral expenses, emotional distress and heartache. The wrongful death is exactly how it’s stated: a death that shouldn’t have occurred if the person(s) responsible were not negligent in the situation.

Contact one of our experienced personal injury attorneys today

Our Virginia Beach and Williamsburg offices for Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers are here for you to provide the best possible representation. Simply call us at [ln::phone] or visit our web site 
to schedule your confidential and qualified consultation.

6. INJURIES AT A BUSINESS (PREMISES LIABILITY)
How Our Virginia Law Firm Handles Claims for Injuries at a Business
Understanding premises liability in Virginia Beach and Norfolk, VA
Part of the knowledge and experience possessed by our professionals at Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers includes claims involving premises liability. The concept is sometimes referred to as injuries at a “business.” That could mean any piece of property, such as an apartment, store or even a sidewalk owned by the city. In any case, if you suffer an accident on someone else’s property, the owner of that property may be responsible for providing adequate compensation under Virginia personal injury law.

What are the liability rules for premises accidents?

There are a number of reasons why a piece of property can, in fact, be dangerous enough to cause all sorts of injuries, especially child injuries
. You may be facing property that could possess any one of these characteristics:

· Faulty Design

· Shoddy Construction

· Defective Building Materials

· Poor Maintenance

· Dangerous Clutter

· Negligent Security

Undoubtedly, though, such personal injury claims don’t simply fall on the responsibility of the owner. Sometimes the ‘occupier’ or victim can be held liable. This is where the two liability rules apply. They are as follows:
The Owner Must Keep the Property Safe – It is a legal duty, for any business owner, for any property owner, when approached by any other individual on his or her premises, to ensure their safety on the property. This is common sense and knowledge, in that the owner of the property actually does have control over the quality and safety of the property.

The Visitor Must Use the Property Normally – Likewise, the injured person also does carry a sense of responsibility in the matter that may affect the case and/or the settlement. By law, if the injured person ended up acting in an unexpected, unauthorized or dangerous manner, there is a fairly good chance that the owner or occupier of the property may not be responsible for compensation.

The types of premises accidents

Based on the quality of safety of the property, the type of accident can be anything such as a simple slip and fall to even something crashing on you as a result of defective or weak foundations, clutter or loose materials. Whatever the case or severity, compensation is necessary if there’s an accident and proven negligence.
What can a personal injury attorney can do for you

Oftentimes an insurance company may try to settle for much less on behalf of the insurance company and the owner in question. That’s why it’s crucial to consult with a qualified personal injury 
attorney in Virginia to determine the exact costs for compensation, address it to the court and fight for the right of the injured.

An experienced lawyer will review every expense, itemize everything and total it all up. After reviewing the rules for premises liability, it’s up to the responsibility of the lawyer to prove that the owner or occupier was indeed at fault.
Our Virginia personal injury firm is available for a quick consultation

Let our attorneys at Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers assist you in your personal injury claim. We’re dedicated, experienced and proven in our ability to provide effect representation. Our offices are in Virginia Beach and Williamsburg. Contact us today at [ln::phone] or view our web site 
for contact information.
7. PRODUCT LIABILITY

Seeing the Experience of Excellent Norfolk Product Liability Attorneys
Injury Attorneys Serving Virginia Beach and Chesapeake, VA
Part of personal injury law not only involves the environment, but also products purchased and/or used by individuals, resulting in injury. Our offices at Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers do handle a significant amount of product liability cases. The way a product can cause injury, though, would be as a result of defects, design failures, manufacturing flaws and even negligence to communicate warnings on packaging. Specifically, not only would a seller be liable, but possibly the manufacturer, or even the distributor, could be responsible for compensations in cases.
The Types of Products That Can Cause Personal Injuries

Of course, not every product can potentially cause an injury, but there are some that are most common in personal injury 
claims. Within the realm of personal injury law, certain factors are taken into account already mentioned. Specifically, if you’ve purchased a product under any of these types, you may potentially suffer an injury due to negligence either by the seller, manufacturer or distributor.

· Dangerous Chemicals and Hazardous Materials – Some products do have certain chemicals that, if not contained, can cause serious damage due to chemical exposure resulting from the dangerous drugs
, leading to serious symptoms. The ultimate result, unfortunately, could be cancer and lung diseases. Common substances include beryllium and asbestos.

· Defective Children Products – Product liability cases unfortunately due occur specifically with injuries to children. Often the manufacturer, distributor or seller can sell a product, such as food, unsafe bedding, defective car seats and toys that can cause choking or lead poisoning.

· Unsafe Industrial and Agricultural Equipment – In the realm of construction and factory manufacturing, product liability, sometimes associated with workers’ compensation claims, can result from everything regarding equipment failure or improper labeling on the machines. Typical products associated with this type of claim can include crane collapses, conveyor accidents and sweep auger injuries.
· Dangerous Pharmaceuticals and Medical Devices – It’s a major issue when pharmaceutical companies don’t disclose certain side effects, causing adverse conditions. That’s why you always see the listed side effects, specifically written, sometimes with warning labels in the event that the drug or medical device does cause them. If the user isn’t aware of what could happen, the injury could be without the accountability of the user, leaving responsibility and liability with the pharmaceutical company, pharmacy, physician, or even the medical device manufacturer.

Examples of defective manufactured products

Oftentimes, personal injury claims result of defective products. There are some common cases you can be aware of, but overall many products do have the potential to be defective, possibly resulting in injury. Some possibilities include:

· Missing Brake Pads to a Bike or Moped

· Contaminated Cough Syrup Due to a Broken Cap

· A Swing Set With a Cracked Chain

The goal of the lawyer is to prove that the defect caused the accident. For instance: if a child is using a swing, and it breaks, it’s not because of he or she was swinging too hard, but because the swing was already compromised in the first place.
The reason for recalls and disclaimers

There’s a reason why companies and manufacturers call back entire lines of product. If there is a defect found in the manufacturing of any particular product, it’s the responsibility of the company or manufacturer to ensure that communication is addressed to the public and to potential consumers. This type of product liability can result in personal injuries if the particular user of the product isn’t aware of the defect. Some examples of defective products include:

· Car Models With the Tendency to Flip Over During Corner Turns

· Defective Sunglasses Supposed to Protect from Ultraviolet Rays

· Electric Blankets Known to Electrocute Users on the High Settings

Examples of failures to communicate warnings or instructions

Somewhat associated with product defects, it’s important that manufacturers and sellers ensure that all the proper warnings, if necessary, are displayed on the product. If the user is aware, any accidents that may occur would fall under the responsibility of the user. But if the user isn’t aware that a particular product may be dangerous if used in a certain way, and the seller or manufacturer neglected to communicate that on the packaging or the product itself, that responsibility for compensation will most definitely fall on the head of the seller or manufacturer. Possible claims can include these examples:

· Missing Instructions to an Electric Tea Kettle

· Missing Labels to Over-the-Counter Medication

· Corrosive Paint-Removing Chemicals Wiithout Adequate Instructions for Safe Handling and Usage

What one of our personal injury attorneys can do for you

While these instances may seem cut and dry, it’s crucial to have a qualified lawyer aggressive and passionate enough to seek the truth of the situation and persuade a courtroom to believe that the product was in fact responsible for the injury. It has to be shown that the specific accident in question had to have been caused by the actual defect, not the actions of the injured person.
Our experienced personal injury firm can handle your case

Whether it’s a defective product or a damaged product, the case is clear. You deserve compensation for the accident. Simply contact us at [ln::phone] or visit our web site 
for more information. Our confidential consultations are free. Let us help you with your personal injury case.
8. DANGEROUS DRUG

How Our Qualified Personal Injury Attorneys Handle Cases Involving Defective & Potentially Dangerous Drugs
The types of drugs we need to be aware of in personal injury law
While many drugs and chemicals definitely have the potential to be hazardous due to misuse or abuse, there are specific substances especially known for personal injury cases involving dangerous drugs. Our firm, Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers, is well aware of the many drugs out there. It’s important that you are aware as well of what these drugs can do and what they’re supposed to do.
· ACTOS – Chemically known as pioglitazone hydrochloride, this drug is an oral antidiabetic medication, available as a tablet in 15 mg, 30 mg or 45 mg doses. The drug does require a warning label for congestive heart failure, as there have been some reports of that incident for several patients, causing claims of medical malpractice. 
Other possible side effects associated with ACTOS include:

· Stomach Pain

· Blood in Urine

· Shortness of Breath

· Swelling or Rapid Weight Gain

· Chest Pain

· General Malaise

· Nausea

· Itching

· Loss of Appetite

· Jaundice

· Blurred Vision

· Increased Thirst or Hunger
· Pale Skin

· Easy Bruising or Bleeding

· Zoloft – As a medication associated with treating a variety of conditions, such as depression, mood disorder and other mental conditions, Zoloft has been well known for not only some success, but also a healthy list of side effects also represented by standard warning labels. Zoloft has, unfortunately, been known to do the complete opposite for some patients, worsening depression and sometimes even causing suicidal thoughts and attempts. Other side effects include:

· Anxiety

· Trouble Sleeping

· Irritability

· Impulsivity

· Rapid Speech

· Nausea

· Dizziness

· Drowsiness

· Dry Mouth

· Loss of Appetite

· Increased Sweating

· Diarrhea

· Upset Stomach

· Easy Bruising or Bleeding

· Decreased Libido

· Ejaculation Delay

· Muscle Cramps

· Tremors

· Unusual Weight Loss

· Black or Bloody Stools

· Vomit Resembling Coffee Grounds

The drug is also known to potentially increase serotonin levels, causing a serious condition known as serotonin syndrome/toxicity. Symptoms of that condition include:

· Fast Heartbeat
· Hallucinations

· Coordination Loss

· Severe Dizziness

· Severe Nausea, Vomiting or Diarrhea

· Twitching Muscles

· Unexplained Fever

· Agitation or Restlessness

· FOSAMAX – As a bisphosphonate, this drug inhibits osteoclast mediated bone resorption. It’s, therefore, a drug typically administered for conditions such as osteoporosis. Often the drug is associated with some inactive ingredients that patients may be allergic to, so there are always instructions to consult with a doctor in the event that allergic reactions occur. Because of the nature of the condition, too, patients often have trouble swallowing, standing or even sitting upright at least 30 minutes when taking the medication due to disorders of the esaphogus. Communication is key. Other side effects include:

· Chest Pain

· Difficulty or Pain When Swallowing

· Pain or Burning Under Ribs or in Back

· Severe Heartburn

· Upper Stomach Burning Pain

· Coughing Up Blood

· New or Worsening Heartburn

· Fever, Body Aches, Flu Symptoms

· Severe Joint, Bone or Muscle Pain

· Metoclopramide – This drug is an antiemetic and gastroprokinetic agent designed to treat nausea and vomiting. Additionally, it has been prescribed to facilitate gastric emptying for sufferers of gastroparesis, and it’s often associated with migraine headaches. Common adverse drug reactions include:

· Restlessness

· Drowsiness

· Dizziness

· Fatigue

· Focal Dystonia

· Hypertension

· Hypotension

· Hyperprolactinaemia

· Galactorrhea

· Constipation

· Depression

· Headache

· Extrapyramidal Effects (Oculogyric Crises)

· Agranulocytosis

· Supraventricular Tachycardia

· Hyperaldosteronism

· Neuroleptic Malignant Syndrome

· Akathisia

· Tardive Dyskinesia

· Pradaxa – Known medically as Dabigatran, this drug is an oral anticoagulant designed to thin blood. Typically used in association with heart disease or stroke, it does possess its share of potential health threats if not presenting adequate communication of possible side effects and warnings.

· Excessive Bleeding
· Gastrointestinal Bleeding
· Upset Stomach
· Increased Risk of Heart Attack
How an effective personal injury attorney can serve you in a dangerous drug personal injury claim

Analysis of the drug, plus medical reports to determine the level of symptomatic evidence can show the prospect of a dangerous drug that was either tampered with or used incorrectly based on insufficient communication of warnings and labels. Many times such lawsuits under personal injury 
can become class action level, affecting a multitude of patients simultaneously with compensation for the harm caused by the drug.

Consult with us at our Virginia law firm for a personal consultation

We at Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers can help you determine what your chances are at filing a personal injury claim involving any of these potentially dangerous drugs. Simply contact us at [ln::phone] or view our web site 
for more information. We can discuss your situation and assist you with your case.

9. INJURIES TO CHILDREN
Our Personal Injury Law Firm Handles Injuries to Children in Virginia Beach & Norfolk, VA
Examining the types of personal injury incidents children may suffer
It’s especially crucial for us as a firm, here in Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers of Virginia, to be especially knowledgeable, aggressive and passionate about cases involving children. Every single day, there is at least one instance where a child is injured as a result of an accident spawning from an incident of negligence related to premises liability or product liability. Those are the victims deserving some form of compensation. It’s important to know what those types of injuries are, though, and they are as follows:

· Pedestrians and Bicycle Riders – It’s no secret that many may have heard of at least one instance where a child was hit off the street by a speeding vehicle, either on foot or on a bike. The results of such an accident could be devastating, and with the review of evidence determining negligence on the part of the driver, compensation can be delivered through effective litigation to account for medical expenses, emotional distress and heartache and even the unfortunate consequences of a wrongful death.

· Drowning in a Pool – There are specific common laws regarding in-ground pools, and for good reason. If by chance a child were to meander into a pool by accident, that child could drown. As a form of premises liability, if an owner of a property doesn’t take the necessary precautions to protect children from accidentally slipping and falling into a pool, that owner will be held liable for the compensation resulting from such an incident.

· Playground Accidents – Typically, the liability and responsibility may fall on the shoulders of the city or local government for unsuitable playing grounds, unsafe playgrounds or swings, resulting in slip and falls
. Some actions may involve a complete restructuring of the playground to ensure that the same accidents don’t occur again, but more importantly the victim then deserves adequate compensation for the injury.
· School Accidents – By law, educators, teachers and administrators are charged with the utmost responsibility to care for the children learning in their buildings. That being said, if they ever are in an accident and aren’t treated expediently with complete communication toward the parents, typically parents may file lawsuits against the school for personal injury 
claims.

· Sports Injuries – Given sports is such an important part of a child’s life, it’s no surprise that often injuries do occur. They are, of course, accidents, but someone must be held responsible for such injuries, providing compensation for medical expenses, emotional distress and heartache and other costs to the family.

· Car Accidents – This, of course, isn’t necessarily due to the fact that a child forgot to put on a seatbelt. Oftentimes, a car with the tendency to flip over won’t prevent the unfortunate head injury causing severe brain damage to a child even while wearing a seatbelt. Sadly, those injuries involving auto accidents to children are extremely fatal.

What are the types of injuries children suffer?
They come in a wide variety of troubles, ranging from minor to fatal. Most result in significant expenses to alleviate the pain, suffering and loss of time to return toward a normal standard of living. More importantly, having a good medical understanding of what these injuries entail can determine the validity of any personal injury claim. It’s crucial given that, for one thing, a child accidentally cutting himself or herself with a knife in the home is definitely not the same as a child walking across the street on the crosswalk with a speeding car not paying attention to the road.

Such injuries to keep in mind include:

· Fractures – Those can be serious if not addressed by medical personnel for obvious reasons. Admittance to a hospital, though, can result in additional medical expenses not covered by insurance. It’s for that reason that an aggressive and compassionate attorney can address the situation in court and provide the compensation necessary to help get the child and the family through the trying time.

· Head Injuries – As already mentioned, for children, they’re fatal. It’s an immediate trip to the hospital for a prolonged period of time, obviously. That will undoubtedly incur expenses resulting in the need for accountability. Someone needs to pay for the suffering child.

· Broken Bones – Worse than fractures, this requires an outright trip to the hospital, a cast and physical therapy to strengthen the muscles and joints. It, in many cases, can be exhausting, emotional and troubling for the entire family. Additionally, it can cost an arm and a leg outside of the realm of medical insurance.

Let our Virginia law firm help your kids find relief in their personal injuries

That’s our job: to provide that compensation your children deserve. Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers are dedicated to examining any case, no matter how severe, and reach a conclusion ending toward your benefit. Simply contact us today at [ln::phone] or visit our web site 
for a free confidential consultation to discuss your case.

10. VEHICLE ACCIDENTS
Recognizing the Experience of Our Vehicle Accident Lawyers of Virginia Beach, Norfolk, & Chesapeake, VA 
There are different ‘types’ of vehicle accidents
That’s an important point to make given the personal injury laws differ depending on the vehicle. We at Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers make it a point to keep this in mind and review the personal injury law very carefully. This is especially case given we have the highest number of active duty soldiers in the country with Norfolk being the home to the largest naval base in the world. Why does that matter? We actually have an enormous amount of motorcycle accidents as a result, a type of claim completely different from just your everyday car accident lawsuit. While negligence will always be the single most crucial factor in determining the validity of a personal injury claim, the type of vehicle will determine several other key components, such as expenses, traffic laws and even licenses. These types of vehicular accidents can include:
· Car Accidents – This is quite honestly the simplest personal injury claim out on the road. The majority of those vehicles out there are, in fact, cars. And accidents happen every single day. Determining who was honestly at fault will determine who will be responsible for compensations of medical expenses, damages and other costs. Oftentimes the responsibility may even fall on the car dealership, seller, manufacturer and maybe even the distributor if investigation goes that far.

· Truck Accidents – It’s no surprise that many logistics companies out there have specific policies designed to account for personal injury 
lawsuits for some of the most devastating accidents ever occurring. The settlements for such accidents can be double, maybe even triple the costs for many auto accidents, and for good reason. Commercial trucks can, and many times do, cause a great deal of damage. Responsibility and accountability for truck drivers are, in fact, held to a much higher standard aligned with their CDLs as well.

· Motorcycle Accidents – Several factors have to be considered when involved in a motorcycle accident. The laws are a lot stricter. Helmets are a necessity. And a basic driver’s license won’t be enough for a driver to operate a bike out on the road. In validating a personal injury claim, a motorcycle driver has to be assured of the fact that he or she has followed the proper guidelines, rules and laws for that type of vehicle.

It’s important to consult with a qualified personal injury attorney

Many would think that it’s simply not necessary. That’s what insurance companies are for. But the fact is this: insurance companies will often pay less than you deserve for many reasons:

· Deductibles

· Specific Policies

· Self-Interest

They’re only interest is to ensure they have enough revenue coming in. Too much payout can result in too much lost money. That’s why they have the policies they have.

For many auto accidents
, you may find that you’ll have just enough compensation to cover any of the additional expenses you’ll have in medical costs and extra damage costs. But oftentimes if the accident is severe, some of the expenses can be so long-term that insurance payments won’t cover all of it.

So consult with one of our qualified personal injury attorneys. It’s the job of a lawyer to review all the expenses specifically resulting from the accident. An expense may even be lost time off work, resulting in a loss of income. That could, in and of itself, be very serious. A lawyer will review that and contest it in a court of law, forcing an insurance company to pay additionally for that expense.

Make it a point to talk to an attorney about your case. You don’t need to pay for the accident you’ve suffered, and you certainly deserve to have all of it paid for without having to pull out the checkbook.

Our Virginia personal injury law firm can ensure your best interests are met for your auto accident claim

Your best interests are the interests of Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers. Just contact us for a free confidential consultation. We can help you figure it all out and get the compensation you need to get back on track. Call us today at [ln::phone] or visit our web site 
for more information.
11. AUTO ACCIDENTS
Experiencing the Professionalism of the Leading Auto Accident Lawyer in Virginia Beach, VA
What to do if you’re in a car accident in Virginia
We at Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers don’t have to be knowledgeable about the fact that auto accidents can be devastating. Some of the most terrible incidents occur in the seat of a car, facing not only irreparable bodily harm but also financial downfalls. That’s why it’s our duty to ensure that the best possible compensation is awarded for those personal injury claims involving automobile accidents.

More importantly, though, it’s crucial that you have a comprehensive understanding of what it is you need to do in the event that you’re in a vehicle accident
. There are steps to take long before you ever set foot inside our experienced personal injury law firm. They are as follows:

· Pull Out Your Emergency Kit – Any automobile should have this. It’s a package with all sorts of essentials, making it that much easier to handle everything else on this list. The kit will include:

· A Pen and Paper for Taking Notes

· A Disposable Camera for Taking Pictures

· A Card With Specific Information

· A List of Contact Numbers for Law Enforcement

· A Set of Cones, Warning Triangles or Flares
· Stay Calm – The less stress you put yourself through, the less cost will be on your head over the entire situation after an auto accident
. Of course, be sure to contact 911 if there are any other injuries on the scene. Simply remain present until law enforcement arrives, and be sure to take down the name of every officer you converse with. The more information you have, the easier the job will be for your personal injury attorney.

· Document Everything – You may be lucky enough to be involved in nothing more than a minor accident with basically no injuries to report. If that’s the case, law enforcement may not arrive at all, in which case it’s important that you document all the information yourself, everything from photographs with your smartphone to a written detailed recollection of the entire event.

· Talk to Everyone and Get Names – It’s important that you know the names of everyone involved, all the information on driver’s licenses, addresses and insurance information. Everyone involved even includes witnesses and passengers, individuals not even directly involved in the accident but can provide detailed testimony to what occurred. This can only help your attorney prove who have been at fault.

· Review Your Own Insurance Policy – There’s one word you need to keep in mind when reviewing your policy: declarations. That specific page of your policy lists all your dollar limits pertaining to your coverage. Observe any discounts you may have as well as special provisions you’ve purchased in regard to road, driveway or intersection accidents
. Based on all that information, you will have all the specifics you need to discuss with your car accident attorney.

Keep this process accurate, and you’re sure to start off on the right foot both for your future personal injury attorney and your finances if by chance you’re ever the victim of unfortunate car crashes, such as wrong way driving accidents
.

What are the common injuries of an automobile accident?

While broken bones typically dominate the majority of injuries in collisions
, some of these other injuries can most likely result in more severe repercussions, often resulting in very long-term rehabilitation procedures, which also add on to the costs of an accident, especially if the victims happen to be uninsured motorists
.

Those injuries include:

· Brain Injuries

· Spinal Cord Injuries

· Burn Injuries

· Amputations

Some of these injuries are so fatal to even cause death, often resulting from distracted driving 
and other simple mistakes. Other injuries will cause long-term disfigurement, dismemberment and emotional distress, definitely deserving of adequate compensation awarded by the courts.
Schedule a confidential qualified free consultation to discuss your personal injury case with one of our experienced Virginia attorneys

The auto accident may be serious, but your finances don’t have to suffer as well. Contact the offices of Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers at [ln::phone] today for an appointment. You can also view our web site 
for information about our credentials and honors. We want to help you.

12. WHAT TO DO AFTER AN AUTO ACCIDENT
What to Do After an Auto Accident and Why Your Virginia Personal Injury Attorney Needs to Know About It
Virginia Beach & Chesapeake auto accident attorneys are here to help you
Really, it couldn’t be truer than here at Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers, one of the leading personal injury law firms in Virginia. More importantly, it’s crucial that because we’re in this for your benefit, you do exactly what you need to do to allow us to represent you the best we can. That would include careful practice of exercising your own rights while focusing on honesty as the best policy. We’ll explain why here:

You already know what to do when you’re in the car accident

The steps are pretty clear. Truthfully, you won’t find a single car accident lawyer in Norfolk, Williamsburg, Virginia Beach or anywhere who won’t disagree with you as you list them plainly:

· Call 911 Immediately

· Stay Calm and Wait for Law Enforcement

· Document Everything in Detail

· Get Everyone’s Information in Writing

· And Review Your Own Insurance Policy

That’s relatively obvious and necessary. But what about after the vehicle accidents
? What do you do? What does your lawyer need from you?

Avoid these common errors after car crashes in Virginia

Even the most experienced car accident lawyer may have a bit of a challenge if the injured person commits these specific errors during and after the accident has occurred.

· Freely Talking About the Accident – This might seem like the correct thing to do at the scene, but it can often cause some havoc in the courtroom in the event that you file a lawsuit for compensation. Your qualified attorney will tell you this implicitly: do not discuss anything about the accident to anyone on the scene. Misinterpretations over what you had said can easily happen. It’s not against the law or unreasonable to simply tell the police that you really can’t remember all the details due to being shaken up. Save the full story for your Virginia personal injury attorney.

· Save Every Receipt for Everything – It’s one thing to remember the details of the accident. It’s a completely different concept to save every piece of evidence, from the receipts of your over-the-counter pain medication for your injury to the medical bills. Even the smallest piece of evidence can be essential to your attorney. Let your lawyer decide what’s best for you.

· Withholding Information – Likewise, the complete opposite is true. Victims will want to disclose everything about their auto accidents 
to their attorneys, even the fact that they may partially be at fault. Withholding information inhibits your attorney from doing his or her job effectively enough, determining the best course of action in protection of your rights and achieving the best possible results. Be sure to tell your lawyer everything.

All it takes is a free consultation with your personal injury attorney from Virginia

Contact the offices of Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers. We’re here to help you. You simply need to make a call at [ln::phone] and schedule a time that works for you. Our firm is flexible, working around your schedule. Also be sure to take a look at our web site 
for more information about the knowledge we have about Virginia personal injury law.
13. COLLISIONS
The Most Effective Personal Injury Lawyers Serve You in Virginia Beach, Norfolk and Chesapeake, VA
Why understanding how car accidents occur matters

Sadly, these unfortunate incidents aren’t random. They happen for a reason: negligence. That’s why we at the offices of Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers focus so specifically on the reason for the accidents. That’s the core of personal injury law – why did the accident occur? When we nail down the evidence in such a way to show the court that someone was negligent, we then maximize every chance to obtain the compensation you deserve for your injury.

Just about every auto accident involves one important fact: it resulted from a collision. The main factor of a collision, though, is that it involves the choice, haphazard or not, that resulted in the accident. There are many reasons for a collision to happen, including:

· Speeding – Probably everyone has done it at one point of their lives or another. The fact, though, is speeding increases the chances of a collision and can be a major factor in determining fault. If a police report can show that the person facing a car accident lawsuit was, in fact, speeding, the personal injury claim can then result in that person being held liable for damages and expenses.

· Tailgating – Sometimes we may not be aware that we’re following a vehicle too closely on the road, and when we do, we unknowingly put ourselves as well as the individuals in front of us at risk for a collision. Rear-end accidents are common in the sense that almost always the one doing the rear-ending automatically is held accountable for compensation.

· Distractions – Through effective testimony and other pieces of evidence, if it’s shown that a driver was, in fact, “distracted,” the cause of the accident may fall on his or her shoulders out of sheer negligence. Typically, it’s called distracted driving
.
· Unsafe Lane Changes – When you think about it, the action of the “lane change” can be one of the scariest motions known to man. Anything can happen. And if a driver isn’t being completely aware of his or her surroundings during the lane change, the accident can result from that choice, causing injury to unsuspecting drivers around him or her.

· Weather – A big question mark pops up with this one, as no one can be held liable for the way the weather is in regard to auto accidents
. However, we can make the choice to exercise more caution when driving in the snow or rain. We can still be negligent if we don’t pay attention to the fact that the roads may be slick, causing us to slide right into another driver on the road, causing a nasty collision.

What are the types of injuries that can occur during a collision?

In a scary way, the simplest rear-end collision at 10 MPH can cause such an injury to inhibit a person from living a normal life for weeks, maybe even months. The impact, however slight, is just enough. That’s why collisions are such a prominent topic in personal injury car accident lawsuits. Specifically, a collision can cause damage to any of these physical areas:

· Neck

· Back

· Shoulders

· Knees

· Head

The surprising fact is this: a lot of those injuries after an auto accident 
can actually occur by one of the safest measures in a vehicle: the airbag. It’s basically there to save your life, but it most definitely can randomly cause an injury.

One of the most common injuries – and also the most debilitating – is “whiplash,” the motion of the neck snapping back and then forward after a rear-end collision. The resultant movement is so severe that neck and head pain can result. Oftentimes the symptoms of whiplash can include:

· Neck Pain
· Stiffness

· Headaches

Sometimes the condition can put a person out of work for at least a week. That means loss of income. That ultimately means entitlement to compensation.

How is fault determined in a car collision and why should you consult with an attorney over the insurance company about it?

Some cases are cut and dry; others can be quite complex. Overall, though, several factors are examined to accurately determine fault in a collision.

· Rear-End Collisions and Left Turns – More often than not, it can be pretty clear that the person driving in the rear or making a left turn is often responsible for the collision, either for straight road or intersection accidents
. When that is determined, the case is clear on who is at fault.
· Comments Made by Drivers – This is crucial to understand as just about anything you say during the scene of an accident can be taken into account to mean that you may be responsible. Comments such as “I’m sorry for hitting you” or “I didn’t see you,” while completely harmless, can imply that you were at fault for the accident.
· Witness Testimony – Many times, witnesses can describe the incident in detail given they have the most accurate picture. What they say can oftentimes determine who might have been at fault.
· Driver Negligence – This is honestly the simplest way to determine fault. It can be as simple as a driver running a red light by accident, or not having the headlights on, or not wearing the eyeglasses necessary for safe driving.
While you may easily prove any or all of these in your particular collision, it’s important to discuss it with an attorney due to low-ball or early settlements from the insurance company. Many times, they’ll quickly try to offer you something. The fact is if you do take it, you’re not aware later on just how much money you’ll be spending for all the damages, medical expenses and loss of income due to the accident. Don’t accept anything from the insurance company before talking to a qualified attorney first. Let the lawyer handle the case for you.

We can definitely handle your car accident personal injury case right in our Virginia Beach office

Just give us a call at [ln::phone]. Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers can assist you you’re your claim and ensure that the best possible settlement is awarded to you for the compensation of your injury. Additionally, you can visit our web site 
to learn more about our experience and knowledge of personal injury law.
14. DISTRACTED DRIVER
The Truth About Distracted Driver Accidents in Virginia Beach, VA

Car accident attorneys serving Norfolk, & Chesapeake, VA, in knowing the details of the cases

Distracted driver issues are actually quite complex, because the actions a driver takes can be so incredibly harmless that no one would even think about the consequences of it. Statistically, though, the offices of Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers can attest that the simplest reasons for driver distraction can make the difference between a lost personal injury claim and a large settlement paying for medical expenses and then some.

Here are the statistics for distracted driver claims

The fact is it’s easy to get distracted while on the road, causing anything from rear-end collisions to wrong way driving accidents
. That distraction, though, can result in your accountability to provide compensation for the accident. Maybe you’re the victim, and you have one of our qualified attorneys on your side. If your lawyer can prove that the other driver was doing any of these specific actions, you may be able to prove fault and win a settlement for your injury.

· Talking on a Handheld Smartphone

· Drinking a Beverage

· Eating Food

· Smoking

· Operating a Handheld Device

· Using a Hands-Free Mobile Phone

· Reading a Map While Driving

· Grooming or Taking Care of Personal Hygiene

· Adjusting Your Car Stereo

· Reading a Book

· Kissing

· Applying Makeup

· Swatting Insects

· Shaving

· Texting

· Using Your GPS Device

Yes, some of these do sound rather surprising. But they’re true. Statistically, these are all actions causing driver distraction, which has shown evidence to cause a variety of accidents.

What can your skilled Virginia personal injury attorney do about it?

Simply put, your lawyer may ask pointed and specific questions in the courtroom to find out if there were any distractions the opposing driver may have been experiencing. Even the slightest detail could be enough to show the judge that there was negligence while behind the wheel. Oftentimes testimony can blatantly describe casually of the fact that the driver was looking at a restaurant sign to the right, not paying attention to what was in front of him or her, causing a rear-end collision. That simple fact would undoubtedly prove beyond a shadow of a doubt that the driver causing the rear-end collision is in fact at fault for the accident in question.

In fact, in Virginia, a new texting law is in effect, prohibiting drivers from using their phones for the specific need to ‘text.’ It is, in fact, a primary offense now, one allowing a law enforcement officer to actually stop a vehicle if noticing that the driver is texting on the phone. Simple pieces of evidence like that can be the deciding factor to determine fault in vehicle accidents
.

Give us a call at our Virginia Beach or Williamsburg office, and we’ll see what our experienced personal injury attorneys can do for you

All it takes is one private, confidential and free consultation. You can reach us at [ln::phone] or simply contact us via our web site
. We will help you determine if there’s a personal injury case for your damages, medical expenses, loss of income and emotional distress. Let us help you today.
15. INTERSECTION ACCIDENTS
How Your Virginia Personal Injury Attorney Will Handle Cases Involving Intersection Accidents
The majority of crashes reviewed by Virginia car accident lawyers
This, when you think about it, does represent a healthy bulk of the caseload. So our lawyers at Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers have to be on the know about what the law says involving intersection accidents. The fact remains:

Statistics say you’re more likely to get into an intersection accident

It’s one thing to drive on a road with only two lanes. It could even be a simple undertaking to drive on a road with multiple lanes, allowing you the prospect of changing your lane. That simple action, too, carries with it the calculated risk of finding yourself in vehicle accidents
. But the moment you reach an intersection, there can be a serious problem if you’re not alert and aware of the rules of the road, of others, and whether or not they’re aware of the rules of the road as well.

The fact is mistakes do occur. Auto accidents 
are very common in an intersection. They can result from these harmless actions, and sometimes you may have no control over the situation:

· Turning Left

· Crossing Over

· Turning Right

The Fatality Analysis Reporting System (FARS) and the National Automotive Sampling System and General Estimates System (NASS-GES) actually reported that about 40% of crashes in the United States occur right in an intersection. That’s about 5,811,000 crashes. That statistic was gathered back in 2008. We can assure you that the number really hasn’t changed much.

So much is being done to prevent collisions in intersections, analyzing the potential characteristics, such as:

· The Quality of Traffic Control Devices

· Critical Pre-Crash Events (Tire Deficiency/Failure, Rollover, etc.)

· Atmospheric Conditions (Snow, Rain, etc.)

The fact is that all of those factors multiply when reaching an intersection. The likelihood of getting into an accident increases. Being more aware of those factors is key. But there are just some days where you may find yourself in an accident beyond your control or foresight.

How your Virginia auto accident attorney can represent you in this type of personal injury case

The situation can be a bit more complex, for sure. Sometimes in these intersection accidents, more than two vehicles are involved. Determining which vehicle was at fault at the time of the accident is key to figuring out who will be responsible for the settlement awarded in court.

The method to determining that requires intricate testimony, evaluation of what each driver was doing right before and during the accident and whether or not the actions in question directly resulted in the accident occurring. Typically, the first action would be the responsible action causing the accident. That, therefore, would prove in a court of law who was truly responsible for the intersection collision.

Our Virginia Beach law firm can help you gain the compensation you deserve for your personal injury

Simply contact us immediately at [ln::phone] for a quick and confidential consultation. You can speak with us for free, and we’ll listen to you thoroughly with the utmost attention to how we can help you. Also peruse our web site 
for more information. Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers will work hard to make it worth your while.
16. WRONG WAY DRIVERS
The Top Personal Injury Lawyers in Virginia Taking on the Wrong Way Driver Cases
Why wrong way driving accidents are so fatal in VA
The professionals of Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers know it well when facing a particular personal injury automobile accident case involving a wrong way driver. It’s a serious predicament. And rightly so. Why are they so serious? For starters, while many collisions and minor accidents can often happen just from sheer distraction or minor recklessness, wrong way driving collisions often actually occur due to recklessness and poor decision making. To make it worse, nothing can create the heinous potential of an extreme serious injury or death other than a high-speed head-on collision, which ends up being the result of the majority of wrong way driving accidents.
Take a look at the wrong-way accident statistics under personal injury law

Personal injury law takes this basic fact very personally, quite frankly. Proving fault, honestly, isn’t much of task here, but without a doubt the situation has to be addressed in court, especially if you, yourself, were in the accident, luckily surviving the disaster.

Here are some statistics to get you believing that you absolutely must contact a qualified personal injury attorney, for yourself or for a loved one:

· 360 Motorists Annually Are Killed in Wrong-Way Accidents (NTSB)

· Most of Those Deaths Are a Result of High-Speed Head-on Collisions

· These Types of Accidents Statistically Run a Higher Risk of Fatality

· 1% of “Conventional” Car Accidents Result in Fatalities

· 20% of Wrong Way Driving Accidents Result in Fatalities

Take note of that alarming statistic. The fact is research, study and investigation has shown that these types of vehicle accidents 
result from everything as simple as a haphazard choice to cross the center line on a 2-lane road to major mistakes like making a U-turn on a highway. Even the slight mistake of entering an exit ramp by mistake can be cause for a major mishap, potentially causing numerous injuries and deaths. That particular possibility, unfortunately, is a situation where the mistake may have been nothing more than minor.

However, with all minor violations and shortcomings on the road aside, the majority of wrong way driving auto accidents 
actually occur because of this major mistake: drunk driving. The NTSB has estimated that an overwhelming 60% of these accidents are the direct result of drunk driving, with drivers reporting blood alcohol concentrations of more than twice the legal limit. Even more shocking is this alarming statistic – 10% of those head-on crashes are committed by repeat DUI offenders.

What the entire Virginia legal industry is trying to do about the alarming statistics of wrong way driving head-on collisions

While our experienced personal injury lawyers in Virginia are working hard to ensure that victims of these heinous accidents receive the compensation they deserve, the NTSB has made it a point to take an initiative and cut down on the possibilities of these accidents occurring. We’ve gone as far as make it a law to require ignition interlock devices for first-time DUI offenders. Given that the statistics are clear about the cause of wrong way driving collisions, it would be prudent to take those necessary and straightforward steps to preserve life and limit the danger of it.
If you’ve faced a terrible personal injury as a result of a wrong way driving accident, contact our Virginia Beach law firm immediately

Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers may be able to help. Just give us a call at [ln::phone] or visit our web site 
for more information. Our offices are open for free consultations, so let us help you find the solution you need.

17. UNINSURED/UNDERINSURED MOTORISTS
Uninsured & Underinsured Motorist Car Accidents

Virginia uninsured & underinsured motorist claims and what our qualified personal injury attorneys can do with them 
Carrying auto insurance is required in the state of Virginia. Even so, many drivers choose to break the law and drive without insurance, the percentage of drivers statistically gathered at around 9% in the entire state. Others choose minimal insurance coverage, making it increasingly difficult for victims to collect full compensation when they are injured in a car accident. The insurance policy of the at-fault driver won’t be able to cover your expensive medical bills and lost wages over the personal injury. That’s when we, the professionals at Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers, may be able to help.
Understanding uninsured motorist (UM) coverage
The unfortunate news is that you may, of course, be responsible for your own bills even if the other driver was clearly liable for the cause of the accident. However, if the at-fault driver has no auto insurance, you can, in fact, look to the uninsured motorist insurance on the car you were in when you were hurt for compensation. All Virginia policies for vehicle accidents 
have UM coverage equal to the amount of coverage you have to protect other folks you injure, unless you sign away this coverage. The UM insurance covers you if you are hit by an uninsured driver.

What is the minimum liability coverage in Virginia?
Virginia’s minimum liability coverage requirements for collisions
 are as follows:
· Bodily injury or death of one person: $25,000

· Bodily injury or death of two or more people: $50,000

· Property damage: $20,000

If a driver carries only minimum coverage, they may be unable to compensate you fully in the event of an accident. In order to protect yourself from a situation like this, be sure to purchase the underinsured (UIM) motorist coverage from your insurance company.

How underinsured motorist (UIM) coverage can help

UIM coverage allows you to file a claim with your insurance company after an accident with an underinsured motorist. Your insurance company may then pay you up to the difference between your UIM limit and the limits of the other party’s insurance.

Unfortunately, even if you carry UM/UIM protection, your insurance company will try to reduce the amount of compensation they pay you, or else reject your claim altogether based on a technicality. Our Virginia car accident attorneys can help you file a strong UM/UIM claim or challenge any rejection you have received, pursuing the financial compensation you need to make a full recovery from your injuries.

There are other sources of personal injury compensation in Virginia
As experienced VA car accident lawyers, we know all of the other places we can look to for more insurance, such as:
· Umbrella policies

· Resident relative policies

· Stacked coverage

We will explore every possible avenue to help you obtain the justice and compensation you deserve from an uninsured/underinsured motorist.
Contact our experienced Virginia personal injury firm for more information

If you or a loved one has been injured by an uninsured or underinsured driver, please contact our Virginia car accident lawyers at the Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers today at [ln::phone] to schedule a free case evaluation. You can also visit our web site
. We have offices in Virginia Beach and Norfolk, but we can come to you if travel is difficult.

18. TRUCK ACCIDENTS
The Benefit of Qualified Truck Accidents Attorneys in Virginia Beach, Norfolk & Chesapeake, VA
Why trucking accidents represent a big part of personal injury law
They may seem to be not as common as conventional auto accidents out on the main street, but given how much carnage a truck can cause if involved in a crash, the stacked number of injuries and possibly deaths can almost make up for that deficit. That’s why Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers make it a point to research, plan, implement strategy and represent with unprecedented effectiveness for clients involved in such collisions. They are deadly.

Truck accidents are deadly given the types of causes

Some may be quite alarming to you while others are pretty common knowledge. The fact is because a truck is so much larger than an automobile, logically that type of vehicle can cause a much more considerable amount of damage than a sedan, causing fatal injuries such as head trauma, spinal damage or simply instant death. You can imagine these facts being the major reasons for hiring a qualified personal injury attorney to handle your case. To make it worse, there are so many different types of trucks, some potentially more dangerous than others, such as:

· Delivery Trucks

· Commercial Vehicles

· Container (Hazardous Materials) Trucks

· Semi-Trucks

The causes are, in fact, quite alarming when bolstered by some statistics addressed by any truck accident FAQ 
out there:

· Driver Fatigue – Many might think this would be the most common cause given how much truck drivers actually drive out there on the road. Surprisingly, only 13% of these vehicle accidents 
occur due to fatigue.

· Drug Use – This would be the shocker. Statistically, whether it’s a prescription or illegal drug, the data has been shown that an alarming 26% of these accidents occur as a result of drug use or abuse.

· Speeding – Many times a truck driver would be burdened with the deadline to arrive at a destination at the appropriate time. This may be the reason for speeding on many occasions. Unfortunately, it’s that act of speeding that can cause an 80,000-point death machine to flatten several cars all at once. 23% of accidents occur because of speeding.
· Unfamiliarity – This statistic is actually quite shocking, in that it really has nothing necessarily to do with the skill or health of the driver. Rather, 22% of trucking accidents occur because the driver simply isn’t familiar with the roads. In a way, that’s actually quite a serious statistic.

· Over-the-Counter Medication – As if you couldn’t be even more shocked. While many controlled substances can be understood to be the cause of these accidents at the already mentioned percentage, shockingly, 18% of crashes can occur just from taking a couple Tylenol for a headache.

· Lack of Training or Forgetfulness – Surprisingly, you’d be pleased to know that trucking companies are pretty particular about how their drivers check all their blind spots. They very much have to. The truck is a rather large vehicle. The training, though, is so comprehensive that oftentimes the driver might forget the training after driving so long, become negligent, and cause an easy accident. You’re looking at 14% of accidents here just because the driver forgot to check the mirrors.

· Failure to Signal – To continue the trend of forgetfulness, believe it or not but many truck drivers actually fail to remember the turn signals. For such a large vehicle, turning illegally without the use of that important signal could result in about 9% of all trucking accidents.

· Distracted Driving – If there ever was a major cautionary tale, it’s that distractions kill. We’ve all heard about the texting laws, specifically here in Virginia. This can also be true of truck drivers. Only all it would take to cause about 8% of accidents would be something as simple as roadwork or other accidents on the highway, surprisingly.

· Difficult Maneuvering – Unfortunately, this is something almost beyond the control of the truck driver given how a large rig or tractor trailer 
can be. The larger they are, the harder it is to maneuver the vehicles quickly away from possible crashes. This would force drivers to take those extra precautions, slowing down much sooner than in a regular four-door car. Unfortunately, 7% of crashes occur because the truck drivers simply underestimated the distance to maneuver in time.
· Road Rage – Believe it or not, road rage is somewhat common, at 7% of crashes, statistically. You can imagine that if you’re a truck driver, driving for hours on end, and you get agitated, it can cause a serious accident all out of anger. The problem is the vehicle. That vehicle can cause a much more serious crash than any other automobile.

Fault doesn’t always reside on the driver, though, for truck accidents in Virginia

This is, yet, another reason why it’s crucial to hire a good personal injury attorney. The fault might actually reside with an entity not even present on the highway where the accident occurred.

There’s a lot of federal law involved in this process of establishing accountability after a truck accident
, but amazingly enough, any of these could be responsible for compensation of the personal injury:
· The Owner of the Truck or Trailer

· The Company Leasing the Truck of Trailer

· The Manufacturer of the Vehicle, Tires or Other Parts

· The Shipper or Loader of the Truck’s Cargo
This is important to keep in mind given the fact that even the fatigued driver 
may not even be at fault at all. It could’ve simply been the company by not properly training their drivers. Or maybe it was the manufacturer supplying the company with defective auto parts. Or to go even deeper, maybe the shipper or loader didn’t properly store the hazardous cargo correctly onto the truck, allowing for an accident to break the cargo free and cause serious damage to adjacent vehicles. All of those possibilities can, and often do, play a role in a personal injury case.

Discuss your case with one of our professional personal injury attorneys in Virginia

We can help you recover transportation costs, medical bills, lost wages, future wages and rehabilitation expenses. More importantly, Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers will make it a priority to relieve you of your pain and suffering by fighting for your rights and obtaining that compensation successfully. Just give us a call at [ln::phone] or visit our web site
.

19. MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENTS
The Importance of Hiring Motorcycle Accident Lawyers in Virginia Beach & Norfolk, VA
Understanding the specific Virginia motorcycle laws
The office of Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers do consider it a priority to stress to any potential client suffering from an injury due to a motorcycle accident to not simply consult with an experienced personal injury attorney. Rather, you must seek out one of our lawyers with specific knowledge about motorcycle accident law and claims. Such accidents are actually very much different from other auto accidents. They are as follows:

· Other State Motorcycle Endorsements – This is important to know as a difference in contrast to common automobile laws, requiring you to obtain a new driver’s license if you move to a different state. Here in Virginia, though, your current license for driving a motorcycle anywhere else will also apply.

· Eye Protection – By law under the Virginia Code 46.2-910, you’re actually supposed to have sufficient eye protection unless your vehicle is equipped with a windscreen.

· The Use of Helmet Speakers – Interestingly enough, while it may be dangerous to simply text on your phone, motorcycle law actually allows for you to utilize speakers in your helmet as a Bluetooth for your phone. Keep that in mind when trying to talk to someone while driving the motorcycle.

· Riding With Your Buddy in the Same Lane – By Virginia law, it’s actually permitted under the code 46.2-857 to ride “side-by-side” with a friend or family member or anyone for that matter in the same lane.

· Passenger Age Restriction – This may surprise you, but in Virginia, just about anyone at any age can be a passenger on your Harley.

· Periodic Safety Inspection – It’s also especially required that you have a regular inspection of your bike to ensure proper operations and emissions. Check the legal code 46.2-1157 for more information.

· Safety Helmet – An absolute must under Virginia law. Keep this in mind when trying to fight for a motorcycle injury claim. If you weren’t wearing your helmet, you would probably give your qualified attorney a hard enough time proving to the judge that you deserve compensation for the injury.

· Traffic Actuated Signals – As a relatively important law to focus on, this allows any motorcycle driver to move with caution through “non-responsive” red lights. How so? The law says to proceed after the shorter of two complete cycles or the equivalent of 120 seconds. This is the type of information necessary for your lawyer to know, trying to prove that there should be no accountability on your part for the injury in question.

· Traffic Signals – Even more amazingly, Virginia doesn’t require motorcycle drivers to utilize turn signals.

How a Virginia personal injury lawyer will win your settlement
These laws, especially the last one, bring up an important point about what attorneys would need to know about the actual vehicle accidents
. For one thing, it’s potentially extremely easy to get into one. There are several causes, such as:

· Lane Splitting

· Driver Negligence

· Drunk Driving

· Door Accidents

· Left Turns

A smart lawyer will be sure to reinforce the Virginia code, stating that you, in fact, don’t have to use traffic signals at all when driving. When trying to show accountability or fault for an accident, rather than focusing on common law applications associated with regular auto accidents
, the common component of winning a settlement is simple: show that the other driver basically didn’t see you.
There’s actually a remarkable amount of flexibility allowed to a motorcycle driver as long as you have the services of an experienced personal injury attorney aware of the specific laws many don’t take into account. Research is always helpful.

Our qualified Virginia personal injury firm can help you

Simply contact Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers at [ln::phone] to schedule a free consultation. We’ll discuss with you your motorcycle accident claim and determine just what compensation you deserve and how we’re going to approach it. You can also view our web site 
for more information about our credentials.

20. BRAIN INJURIES
Brain Injury Lawyers in Virginia Beach, VA, Help You Get Your Lives Back After an Unfortunate Personal Injury
The long-term effects of a traumatic brain injury
There are many types of personal injuries Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers focus on, but not every personal injury out there can have as long of an effect for the rest of a person’s life like a traumatic injury. The sad, unfortunate fact is that in many cases a victim may not even realize that he or she is suffering from such a condition until it’s way too late to take action and file a claim. It makes it all the more imperative to not only seek medical help to find out if there is some evidence of traumatic brain injury and then discuss the issue with a qualified attorney.

The terrible truth about brain injuries is that they can worsen over time. That simply means time is of the essence. You must act right now. A traumatic brain injury is defined typically by a blow or strike to the head or body, causing damage in several areas, such as:

· Damage to Brain Cells

· Multiple Points of Damage in the Brain

· Tearing of Cellular Structures

· Widespread Damage Around the Skull

· Severe Penetration of the Skull

These factors can cause all sorts of problems related to the brain, inhibiting a natural way of life, motor functions, speech and even memory.
What are the common causes of traumatic brain injuries?

Some of these may shock you as they’re everyday events no one would associate with something like a traumatic brain injury. This obviously makes it that much more imperative to really seek out a personal injury 
attorney in Virginia with the necessary experience to handle such a case.

The common causes include:

· Slips and Falls – Senior citizens and children face this possibility quite often. Accidents like this often can be something like falling out of bed, slipping in the bath, tripping down ladder rungs or missteps down a stairway.

· Vehicular Collisions – You can be in an automobile, truck, motorcycle or even just a bike as a child, and you may run the risk of a traumatic brain injury.
Sports Injuries – We actually hear a lot about this happening from time to time, as some of the physicality that goes into sports can result in injuries. The list is extensive: soccer, boxing, baseball, lacrosse, skateboarding, hockey and of course boxing and some other extreme sports. 

· Combat Injuries – Our military definitely do see a fair share of damage resulting in traumatic brain injuries. Explosive blasts often can deliver penetrating wounds to cause severe head trauma
.

The main terror of a traumatic brain injury, though, is the cost. It’ll keep adding up. That’s why you should seek the experience of a skilled traumatic brain injury attorney in Virginia.

Our Virginia personal injury attorneys are here to help you

Make it a point to contact the office of Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers at [ln::phone] for more information about scheduling a free, confidential consultation. Traumatic brain injuries are serious. Have someone serious on your side take care of the legal business. You can also view our web site 
for more information.

21. HEAD TRAUMA
Virginia Beach Head Trauma Lawyers Can Deliver the Effective Representation You Need
The immediate attention necessary for head trauma cases
Like traumatic brain injuries, head trauma is not something to take lightly. In fact, traumatic brain injuries often occur as a result of head trauma. For the most part, head traumas, though, can be so much more tragic disastrous, often causing immediate problems, sometimes even instant death. Loved ones, friends and family members alike end up suffering greatly due to such an injury without ever being responsible for it. It may not bring back the loved one who had suffered the head trauma, but our offices of Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers can still bring you the comfort you need to say that justice was done in holding the person responsible for the injury.
Understanding the causes of head trauma
It actually doesn’t take a lot to get to the point of this type of injury. The most common form of head trauma is a concussion, and it can happen by something as easily as a ball thrown at your head, or even bumping your head on a ball like in soccer. Sports and recreational activities often end up being the cause of head traumas, potentially resulting in traumatic brain injuries lasting months and maybe even years.

These statistics were gathered in regard to head trauma cases with specific information about age ranges, just to give you an idea. In 2008, these activities represented the majority of head injuries in the United States. It’s crucial you know what you may be facing if you happen to fall in any one of these situations.

· Cycling

· Football

· Basketball

· Baseball/Softball

· Dune Buggies

· Go-Carts

· Mini-Bikes

To make it more staggering, our very own Brain Injury Association of America listed the five leading activities resulting in concussions among children between the ages of 5 to 18:

· Cycling

· Football

· Basketball

· Soccer

· Playground Activities
It can happen to anyone, at any age, and in an instant. Whether or not the trauma advances to a traumatic brain injury is another question that isn’t even pondered, because most of the time a person suffering a concussion is down and out or possibly close to death. Immediate medical attention may save the life of such a person, or it may not. Whatever the case may be, consulting with a qualified personal injury attorney in Virginia will cover all the costs and help you attain some retribution and acknowledgment that you don’t have to carry the burden of the injury.
Contact one of our Virginia personal injury attorneys now

Your vital step in the process of relieving the burden completely from these horrible injuries is to schedule a quick consultation and get the facts over what you’re entitled to. Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers will help you. Give us a call at [ln::phone] or visit our web site 
immediately.
22. COGNITIVE DEFICITS
How Our Lawyers Will Handle Cognitive Deficit Head Injuries in Norfolk & Virginia Beach, VA
The definition of a “cognitive deficit”
You can see the effects immediately of a head trauma resulting from a concussion. After some time, you may be able to spot the symptoms of a traumatic brain injury. Sadly, though, no one wants to see what happens in the longer term after something like a traumatic brain injury. They’re called “cognitive deficits,” and while they’re generally not life threatening by any stretch, they can affect a person’s life greatly in ways a person shouldn’t have to endure. Consult with us at Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers about what we can do, because when you’re facing a cognitive deficit injury, you’re looking at massive medical costs and emotional suffering.
The causes and symptoms of cognitive deficits
The list is pretty comprehensive, not taking much to result in a cognitive deficit. It could be a sports-related, military-related or auto accident-related personal injury
. Overall, though, cognitive deficits result from either one of these incidents:

· Concussion – This is your basic head injury, causing trauma to the skull and potential damage to the brain.
· Hemorrhaging – Oftentimes the brain may bleed inside the skull, causing hemorrhaging.
· Closed Head Injuries – When a blow doesn’t penetrate the skull but still hits hard, this “closed head” injury can still cause overall damage to the skin, bone and even jar the brain enough to cause internal bleeding.
· Brain Injuries – Hematomas in the brain develop in this situation where the brain essentially bleeds. The more brain injuries 
cause bleeding, the more severe the injuries, resulting in cognitive deficits if not repaired properly.
The intricacies of the brain are such that even the slightest jarring can cause a long-term effect as a cognitive deficit. There are also different types of cognitive deficits, such as:

· Awareness and Orientation – You might see someone suffering for weeks, maybe months, after a severe head injury, in the sense that they seem ‘confused’ or ‘unsure’ about everything. Family members, the time, the place – everything ends up a blur.

· Attention Deficits – Because the brain is responsible for a lot of the functions we use everyday, such as reading, listening, looking and even responding, a head or brain injury can result in the loss of that attention. This deficit can make it very difficult to focus, Distractions are a lot larger and a lot more frequent. School becomes a struggle. Work can become a struggle. In general, life is a struggle.

· Memory – This often quite common associated with cognitive deficits. Some types of amnesia, though, will last only days whereas some deficits can last years.

· Higher-Level Functioning – It becomes incredibly difficult to problem solve, reason, make judgments, analyze, organize and even learn new things after a traumatic head or brain injury resulting in this type of cognitive deficit. In generally, processing information slows down.

The scary truth of cognitive deficits is that no one would notice the symptoms at all until the injury advances enough to really cause damage in the long-term. There’s medical evidence stating that you can go through your days after a simple head injury with a skull fracture and not even knowing it. Additionally, you can suffer brain bruising without any symptoms, and it’s that bruising that could develop into a major cognitive deficit. Lastly, internal bleeding in the brain often isn’t associated with any outward symptoms at all. It’s only when the damage gradually increases throughout that region that you see the long-term permanent effects of the head, brain and cognitive deficit injuries.

Make it a point to contact our Virginia law firm for more information

This is the most disastrous of personal injuries in many ways when you think about it. If you or a loved one is suffering from a cognitive deficit, give Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers a call at [ln::phone] or visit our web site
. We may be able to help you not only with a free consultation but representation earning you the compensation you deserve for the horrible injury.

23. SPINAL CORD INJURY
The Role of Spinal Cord Injury Attorneys in Norfolk & Chesapeake, VA
The definition of a spinal cord injury
Just as a traumatic personal injury can cause damage to the brain, an injury can easily cause damage to the spinal cord, which can affect a multitude of motor functions. Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers do handle a percentage of personal injury cases involving this type of incident, and they’re anything but minor. Spinal cord injuries occur due to damage on the vertebrae, ligaments or disks in the column or cord. Strikes, blows or extremely deadly falls onto the back can fracture, dislocate, crush or even compress any part of the cord or the entire cord itself. The reason why this can ultimately be fatal is that the spinal cord is the bridge between the brain and the body. You damage your spinal cord, and you run the risk of paralysis.

Additionally, something as simple as a gunshot wound or knife wound in the correct area of the back could result in penetration or laceration of the spinal cord, paralyzing you completely. You may also deal with internal and external bleeding, swelling, inflammation and fluid accumulation around the cord.

To make it even scarier, though, is that spinal cord injuries don’t even have to occur as a result of traumatic accidents or brain injuries
. Oftentimes a spinal cord injury results from any of these conditions:

· Alcohol Use

· Arthritis

· Cancer

· Inflammation

· Infections

· Spinal Disk Degeneration

The common causes of spinal cord injuries

Aside from those non-traumatic events, each personal injury 
on this list often results in spinal cord damage. They are as follows:
· Vehicular Accidents – Statistically, these types of accidents, either in a car or on a motorcycle, are the leading cause of spinal cord injuries, accounting for more than 40% of those injuries reported.

· Slips and Falls – This is especially common for individuals of ages 65 or older. The fall can be so severe to cause a slight fracture in the spine. Typically, this type of accident encompasses about ¼ of all spinal cord injuries.

· Violence – As already mentioned, gunshots and knife wounds do have a healthy percentage of all spinal cord injuries, as much as 15%, according to the National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke.

· Sports – Plenty of impact sports, including diving without the knowledge of shallow water, can definitely result in about 8% of all spinal cord injuries.

The difference between paraplegia and quadriplegia

Oftentimes, spinal cord injuries will result in one of two of these conditions. What is the difference? Simply put, paraplegia is the condition where you become paralyzed from the waist down. A way of thinking about this is if the spinal cord injury was ‘incomplete.’ That simply means you retain only some of your basic motor functions, such as your head, arms, hands and torso. Everything else below the waist no longer functions at all.
Quadriplegia, though, is the same, only encompassing your entire body, from the shoulders down. You can’t move your arms, you can’t move anything. The only thing you can do is look, move your head, talk, eat, drink and anything else you do with your head. Typically, both conditions often due result in the loss of such functions as bladder and bowel control.

Your first priority is to contact our Virginia personal injury law firm

We at Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers can help you with a free confidential consultation to discuss your case. With our experience, we can then represent you well enough to ensure you receive the compensation you deserve. Simply give us a call at [ln::phone] or visit our web site 
for more information.

24. MEDICAL MALPRACTICE
Our Virginia Beach Medical Malpractice Lawyers Can Help You Recover Financially
The comprehensive understanding of medical malpractice law
It’s a common work ethic existing for generations that a doctor, surgeon or nurse must do no harm if they can’t do any good about a situation involving an injury or disease. They are in charge of safeguarding people’s lives. It’s a tremendous responsibility. It’s because of that high standard that medical malpractice is so prominent under personal injury law. Consult with one of our lawyers from Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers to determine if you have a case. We most certainly are assured that you do.

The types of medical malpractice to be aware of
Something as simple as the misfiling or disorganization of documents to the more dangerous aspect of quick decisions in an ER can result in a potential medical malpractice lawsuit. The challenge is for experienced injury attorneys 
to find the evidence showing that the doctor, surgeon, physician or nurse was directly responsible for the resultant condition.

According to the law, an injury or condition resulting from any procedure in a hospital can apply to a medical malpractice claim, even if the injury or condition ended up occurring outside of the hospital afterward. Second opinions from other doctors, medical malpractice FAQ 
listings, detailed analyses and further examinations revealing that the cause could very well definitely have been a particular process or procedure from before can be utilized in court to prove that a hospital is liable for any expenses and damages.

Keep in mind, though, that it absolutely has to be a direct result. Catching a cold in the operating room, for instance, doesn’t constitute medical malpractice, because there’s no immediate and direct correlation between the condition or the resulting disease and the particular procedure in question.

Medical malpractice can occur in any of these situations:

· Surgical Errors – Obviously, mistakes do happen in that OR, but if they end up resulting in something severe for the patient, that’s a serious problem for the surgeon. Surgical errors 
constitute a form of malpractice.
· Misdiagnoses – Likewise, if a nurse reported a diagnosis that ended up false or inaccurate, or submitted complete prescription errors
, additional problems or conditions would possibly arise.
· Emergency Room Errors – Emergency room errors 
are often common occurrences given the everyday event that fast decisions often result in wrong outcomes. It still, however, presents everyone with the question: who should be held accountable for the following condition or disease resulting from the mistake.
The necessary steps are taken to determine specifically who is at fault as well as what the settlement should be. All persons are taken into account –

· Doctors Present During the Procedure in Question

· Nurses and other Attendees

· The Entire Hospital Administration

There might be such a case where an attorney interviews, reviews and investigates evidence of an infection spread throughout the hospital, and the task is to find the particular doctor or nurse or whoever originally contracted the infection. That situation may result in the entire hospital being liable for the damage and cost of curing the infection.
Talk with one of our experienced Virginia personal injury lawyers about what you can do with a medical malpractice claim
Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers can assist you with a free consultation, determining where your lawsuit may reside under medical malpractice law. Simply contact our office at [ln::phone] for more information about what you need to do. Visit our web site 
as well for a detailed listing of our credentials.
25. SURGICAL ERRORS

Understanding What Surgical Errors-Medical Malpractice Attorneys in Virginia Beach, VA, Do for You
It’s almost like a cardinal sin for a surgeon to make a mistake in the OR. They’re not puzzles, nor procedures requiring stereo instructions. It’s generally established that the surgeon must have the superior experience to conduct a surgery practically with his or her eyes closed and not miss a beat. However, the sad fact is that it does happen where a surgeon makes a mistake, resulting in horrible repercussions for the patient. The attorneys of Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers will review your case and any evidence to determine whether or not your malpractice lawsuit can result in a specific settlement amount.
The types of surgical errors reviewed under Virginia medical malpractice law
The point of contention for personal injury law is this: if the surgeon made the mistake, it could’ve been as a result of negligence due to drug use, lack of work ethic, lack of professionalism or even the health of the surgeon. It’s imperative that either the hospital ensure that the same surgeon not practice in that field again for any of these reasons listed. Oftentimes a surgeon will commit any one of these errors if not at full proficiency for his or her profession:

· Wrong Surgical Procedure – This often results from major miscommunication. With detailed testimony and examination, the medical malpractice lawsuit could result in the specific person supplying the miscommunication being held liable for damages and expenses. Many times, though, the surgeon can also be held responsible. Good medical malpractice lawyers 
pursue the evidence in question with ease.
· Surgical Instruments Left in the Body – Out of sheer negligence and possibly stress, a surgeon can unfortunately leave an instrument inside the body after completing a surgery. It also can involve emergency room errors
. The foreign material could definitely cause a major problem within the system. With x-rays supplied to your attorney, you can literally prove that the lead surgeon was responsible for the foreign object being left in there.

· Injury to Organs, Blood Vessels and Nerves – This is a trickier possibility, involving some very in-depth analyses and testimony from additional experts and doctors to determine, in fact, if the surgeon in question caused some additional harm to organs. In many ways, this is the most common occurrence of medical malpractice.

Your personal injury attorney’s process in detail
Honestly, there’s no amount of finances possible that can replace the medical mistake. Oftentimes, the medical mistakes can result in much worse conditions or diseases than the one you or the loved one came with into the hospital. Since you can’t go back in time, the only course of action you have is to ensure that you are compensated financially for everything that’ll come your way, such as:

· Additional Medical Expenses

· Loss of Income

· Emotional Distress

Consult with one of our experienced medical malpractice attorneys, and you’ll receive a very accurate case evaluation. The next step may be a quick and fair settlement offer with the insurance company. There are times, though, when the negotiations break down, in which case your lawyer will then address the issue in court, possibly increasing the settlement amount to account for additional court fees and costs.

Above everything else, definitely trust your case with one of our experienced medical malpractice lawyers
All it takes is a free consultation with one of our attorneys at Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers. We’ll discuss your case with you to determine just how much your settlement needs to be. Give us a call at [ln::phone] or visit our web site 
for more information. We can help you recover your expenses for the mistake made by the doctor, nurse or surgeon.
26. PRESCRIPTION ERRORS

How Your Personal Injury Attorney Will Handle Cases for Prescription Drug Errors in Virginia Beach, Norfolk & Chesapeake, VA
Identifying all parties involved in the medical malpractice case
These specific errors can be quite complex as the party in question responsible for the mistake, and liable for any medical expenses resulting from the mistake, could be a party outside of the hospital and sometimes even outside of a family practice. There are many occasions a medical malpractice attorney would face in investigating everything from the pharmacy to the front desk of the family practice to even the surgeon attending at the hospital. Anyone could be responsible for the mistake. Consulting with one of our attorneys at Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers will assist you in determining whether or not the prescription drug error can result in a settlement amount.
Recognizing the many types of prescription drug errors
There are a couple aspects here that could result in errors:

· Miscommunication (Failure to Instruct Warnings and Labels)

· Miscommunication With Dosages and Medications

· Miscommunication Regarding Delivery of Actual Prescriptions

They’re crucial, because, for one thing, if a pharmacist or doctor ended up prescribing the wrong medication, drastic side effects could occur. After further examinations and testing to determine the prescription versus the actual condition or disease, a medical malpractice attorney can find out that a particular party was in fact mistaken in prescribing that medication.

Additionally, wrong dosages of specific medication could have harmful effects, so it should be clear to the doctor, nurse or pharmacist that the dosage must be correct. Double-checking and triple-checking could prevent the error, because of a particular individual ends up with a condition or adverse side effects, it could be the person involved with the miscommunication held liable for all expenses and emotional distress.

Furthermore, the pharmacist may be especially in trouble for delivering prescriptions without proper warning labels. It’s the responsibility of the pharmacist to make sure and check all the instructions are included, because by personal injury law standards, if the individual isn’t aware of any harmful drug interactions, such as taking other medications in addition to the prescribed medication, adverse side effects may occur.

What your lawyer can do for you about the prescription drug error

When you talk with your lawyer, it’s crucial that you get an itemization of every expense, every doctor visit due to some adverse reaction, to reach a suitable settlement amount. Your lawyer would then review all the parties in question to determine where the fault lies. After interviews, if it’s shown clearly that other parties – such as the doctor or nurse – successfully submitted all the correct documents, and evidence clearly showed that the pharmacist gave the wrong prescription, for example, the lawyer will address it in court.

Your skilled personal injury attorney will fight for your needs

Simply contact Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers for a quick and confidential consultation to discuss your options. We have the experience, knowledge and compassion to relate to your situation. Call us today at [ln::phone] or visit our web site 
for more information. Your time is now.

27. EMERGENCY ROOM ERRORS
Virginia Beach Personal Injury Lawyers Facing Cases Involving Emergency Room Errors
How emergency room errors can result in disaster
It’s a hectic situation, and it’s understandable, especially when a life is at stake. But the fact is this: doctors, nurses and other authorities in a health establishment go through years and years of training to adapt toward situations like that. They think fast. They have to. So when an ER doctor fails to make the right choices, the unfortunate fact is someone has to be liable for the consequences, and ultimately either the doctor himself or herself is liable, or the hospital is liable. If you would like to learn more about emergency room errors and how they play a role in medical malpractice law, contact our firm Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers today.
What are some common emergency room mistakes?

The words “life altering” are an understatement for what could happen if there is an error in the emergency room. In fact, the initial immediate threat would possibly be thwarted, but with an additional problem arising due to the error. It’s bad business for the hospital, bad business for the doctor in charge of the ER, and it could easily result in long-term expenses, possibly, for the injured person. That could include:

· Additional Hospital Visits

· Additional Medications

· Loss of Income

· Emotional Pain and Distress

These mistakes, too, can come in a variety of forms, such as:

· Failure to Diagnose Correctly – This is especially the case with an ER. Oftentimes a doctor has to make a quick decision, and it may be the wrong one.

· Misreading Test Results – Sometimes the error can even occur after the trip to the ER. This is a case where anyone from a nurse to the front desk could accidentally read a document wrong, dismiss a patient to be sent home when there was still a problem. That could then result in a trip back to the hospital, costing the patient even more money, more distress and additional prescriptions if necessary.

· Failure to Run Tests – In the speed and craziness of the emergency room, sometimes doctors and nurses actually forget to run all the tests necessary to ensure that everything is safe. They miss that step, that could mean something life threatening.

· Intravenous Errors – Infection can be a problem if there’s an error involving an IV. Additionally, improper handling can cause foreign objects or twists of the cord, keeping all the essentials from entering the patient’s bloodstream. Additional conditions can occur if doctors and/or nurses aren’t aware of the issue.

· Wrong Dosages or Wrong Prescriptions – While IVs could be wrong, so can the actual medication administered. Maybe the patient had an allergic reaction, and not everyone communicated that fact to the anesthesiologist or doctor. A qualified lawyer can review each testimony to really determine who would be at fault in this case.

Consult with your qualified personal injury attorney for more information

Give one of our attorneys at Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers a call soon at [ln::phone]. You can also visit our web site for more information. Be sure to schedule your free consultation, and we can review your case to determine the best course of action. We hope to hear from you.

28. RAILROAD ACCIDENTS
What Virginia Railroad Accident Attorneys Do in the Courtroom
The personal injury law facts about railroad crashes 
They’ve only recently became an issue when dealing with some of the faster tracks out there, such as Norfolk Southern, CSC and Amtrak. Back in the day, before 1853, trains often just ran slow, operated by coal. When the speedier bullet trains were developed operations, more of the personal injuries involving passengers, railroad employees and even automobiles became more prominent. It’s for this reason that Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers of Virginia Beach and Norfolk make it a point to address the laws specifically and discover fault when necessary to assert settlement amounts appropriately for victims suffering.
The same laws under personal injury 
apply here, of course. The initial action causing the accident would determine the person responsible for compensation. This has a tremendous link with the many causes of railroad accidents.
The diversity of causes of railroad accidents, railroad worker injuries and FELA
Even more factors are present when dealing with a railroad accident, or even the potential of a railroad accident. They are as follows:

· Human Error – Obviously, it’s the simplest and most common occurrence. Derived from a lack of communication, railroad passenger injury 
can occur from the slightest mishap, such as collisions between other trains on adjacent tracks. Employees, too, can get injured on the train for any particular reason, and that’s where FELA can step in to review such railroad worker accidents. That would include defective products on board, clutter and other nuisances that could cause a slip and fall.

· Derailment – This particular railroad accident could be the responsibility of the conductor, but a variety of other possibilities are also included: maybe the manufacturer of the train could be liable due to defective parts, or even the engineer of the track could be responsible for the derailment. Whatever the case, it’s the responsibility of the railroad accident attorney to review all the evidence and make a determination to present in court.

· Explosions on Board – Often associated with terrorism or some other crime, additional individuals not associated with the railroad company or the train personnel could be facing a personal injury claim for some kind of explosion on board, stopping the train and evacuating passengers. Additionally, possibly some personnel may have inappropriately and negligently caused an explosion with the workings of the train. If that’s the case, a lawyer will prove that the particular employee, whoever it may be, would be responsible for damages, expenses of not only the passengers, but the train itself.

· Bridge Collapses – This solely can reside with the accountability of the engineer responsible for the bridge. If the bridge is poorly made or improperly maintained, a train running over it can cause a serious collapse, causing deaths and possible thousands of dollars in repairs. Someone must be held accountable.

· Hazardous Materials – Many trains do transport certain chemicals and other substances. If they’re not properly contained, it can cause railroad worker illness
. This is often associated with workers’ compensation cases as well.

· Railroad Crossing Accidents – Numerous situations abound when facing this prospect. Maybe the warning signals didn’t come on and then the car’s engine suddenly turned off. Additionally, the train may be coming in too hot, leaving not enough time for the driver to exit the vehicle quickly and safely. Even if the driver made it out safely, for some reason – possibly due to lack of vision or preparedness – the conductor didn’t see out of negligence that there was a car in the middle of the railroad tracks. With these railroad crossing accidents
, the accountability might actually fall on both the engineer responsible for the warning signals on the track and the conductor for not paying close attention.

It is, of course, always important to check worker accidents FAQs
, passenger FAQs and other literature to be in the know for this type of personal injury. Railroad and railroad worker accidents 
are most definitely not the most common – but they’re among the most disastrous, almost the equivalent of a natural disaster.

Be sure to talk to your experienced personal injury railroad accident attorney from Virginia Beach or Norfolk

Obviously, that attorney would be part of our firm Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers. We are the standard in personal injury law representation. Give us a call at [ln::phone] for a quick and confidential consultation to discuss your case. You can also review our web site 
for more information.

29. RAILROAD WORKER ACCIDENTS
Reviewing Virginia Beach Railroad Worker Accidents With Respect to FELA Claims
What a qualified personal injury attorney will tell you about railroad worker injuries
Everything centers around FELA here. That would be the crucial Federal Employers Liability Act. It originally began when President Benjamin Harrison addressed the issues to Congress back in 1889 when railroads grew exponentially, thereby increasing work-related accidents. The President actually compared the pain and suffering of a railroad worker to that of a soldier of war. It was then that Congress actually declared the original act unconstitutional back in 1906. However, in 1908, it was finally passed after another attempt to get it through. Since then, railroad worker accidents and deaths have been handled by typical FELA personal injury claims all over Amtrak, Norfolk Southern and CSX. And, yes, we here at Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers would do the same for you.
What’s the process for filing a FELA claim?
Resembling very much a typical workers’ compensation claim or personal injury 
lawsuit, the process follows this simple list –

· Fill Out a Report of the Accident

·  Consult a Qualified FELA Attorney

· Wait for an Investigation to Begin

· Discuss the Settlement

· Your Lawyer May File a Civil Action Suit

This last step, though, would only occur if a suitable settlement amount can not be agreed on between you, the attorney, the railroad company and other interested parties.

This is a very detailed process given the fact that many parties can be involved, such as:

· Engineer – This position generally involves the actual person responsible for creating a specific train and platform.

· Conductor – You’ll find this worker actually operating the train upfront.

· Car Man – Many times, each car of the train would have to be inspected, maintained and sometimes even fixed. That’s the job of the car man.

· Track Worker – Communication is key to determine which tracks need to shift, which trains are coming and monitoring logistics. That’s the role of the track worker.

What kind of injuries could you face as a railroad worker?

There, obviously, were several reasons why FELA was drafted and passed. Working on the railroad is severely laborious and physically intense. Common injuries that could be followed by typical FELA claims include:

· Carpal Tunnel Syndrome – It’s a condition affecting the median nerve in the wrists, affecting motor functions in the hands and fingers.

· Tendinitis – Like CTS, tendinitis affects muscle tendons in the arms and legs resulting from all the repetitive motions required of railroad workers.

· Heavy Lifting – Bach aches, neck strain and other strains are common for some of the heavy lifting necessary on the railroad or on the train. They often result in serious physical conditions, especially for older workers.
Norfolk and Virginia Beach has had their fair share of railroad accidents
, so be sure to discuss your issue with one of our qualified attorneys. Trust that we’ve heard of just about any situation involving a railroad worker accident.

All it takes is a quick consultation at our Virginia Beach law firm

With that consultation, you can easily determine whether or not your FELA claim will fly in the courtroom. Of course, the initial goal is to reach a settlement everyone can agree on. If that’s not the case, though, we’re prepared to take your case to court and fight for your rights. Simply contact us at [ln::phone] or visit our web site 
for more details.

30. RAILROAD WORKER INJURY
How Norfolk Railroad Passenger Injury Attorneys Do Their Job
Recognizing your rights after the train accident occurs
You obviously weren’t responsible for the crash. So why should you have to pay for all the expenses resulting from your injury? The purpose of one of our personal injury lawyers of Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers offices is to evaluate your case and determine just how much your settlement is going to be. You do have rights. We can help you exercise them.
The responsibility given to railroad companies
Corporations like Amtrak, CSX and Norfolk Southern have one basic duty aside from your transportation needs. That’s to make sure your trip is safely conducted. If there are ever any mishaps or mistakes along the way, either by the conductor or even the car man, it could result in a future personal injury claim from you as a passenger, provided you consult with a skilled attorney about it.

A large variety of injuries can occur in a railroad accident, specifically on passengers. That can include:

· Head Injuries

· Spinal Cord Injuries

· Wrongful Deaths

It’s no surprise that these railroad accidents can be among some of the most disastrous events in all of logistics history. That’s why wrongful death 
claims are there. Yes, even loved ones or family members can report what are called wrongful death claims against the railroad company. Why are they “wrongful deaths”? Because the passengers almost always are not responsible for the accident occurring. It’s up to the conductor, the engineer, or even the track worker to ensure that there are no defects, no collisions and no mistakes at all.

How would your Virginia Beach personal injury lawyer determine fault?

This is where skill enters the game with the legal industry, as not just any personal injury attorney will fit the bill. If you’ve suffered a personal injury in a railroad crash, you’re going to want a lawyer with specific experience dealing with railroad accidents
, injuries and illnesses. Those lawyers working in Norfolk, VA, have the comprehensive knowledge to know the best courses of action to take regarding personal injury lawsuits.

The accountability for payment of settlement derived from medical costs, loss of income and emotional distress could reside with just about anyone. If a bridge collapses while a train rides over it, oftentimes it’s the engineering company who designed the bridge that will be responsible. Still, even something as simple as clutter within the train could cause a slip and fall, resulting in possible concussions. The fault may reside specifically with the train company, such as Amtrak as they conduct appropriate consequences for the employee in question working on the train at the time.

It all depends on the situation. Simply discuss your case with your attorney and see where to go from where you are. Remember: your lawyer is the professional. Provide all the details, and your case will progress ultimately, and hopefully, to a settlement that will provide for all your compensation.

Contact us today at our Virginia personal injury law firm for a free consultation
Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers can help you fight for your case, resulting in the compensation you deserve. Simply call us at [ln::phone] or visit our web site
. We will have all the answers if you ask all the questions. No question about personal injury law is useless, and every answer we have for you will benefit you in a multitude of ways.
31. RAILROAD WORKER ILLNESSES
What Your Norfolk, VA, Lawyer Will Do About Virginia Beach Railroad Worker Illnesses
The importance of the FELA claim
While typically the Federal Employers Liability Act was designed to provide compensation for railroad workers in the event of numerous accidents and even deaths, the Act does also provide coverage and protection in the event that railroad workers become ill. And rightly so. Discuss the matter with your qualified attorney from Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers for a better understanding of the kind of compensation you can receive as a result of a simple illness while working on the railroad.
What kind of illnesses you may subject to on the railroad or on the train

Companies like Amtrak, Norfolk Southern and CSX are well aware of the many dangers out there with the substances present on the railroad and even the inner workings of a train. They can include:

· Numerous Environmental Pollutants

· Asbestos

· Solvents

· Other Toxic Chemicals

In order to power the train, these substances unavoidably escape into the atmosphere and result in a variety of different conditions and diseases. Those can include:

· Cancer – It’s already been scientifically proven that Mesothelioma occurs due to asbestos contamination. This is a substance found in home construction as well as railroad construction and operations. It’s a cancer that develops over time, which is why it’s such an important claim to make under personal injury law.
· Lung Damage – Because of all the toxic fumes utilized in railroads and trains, lung damage can be pretty apparent. It can get worse over time, and medical costs end up going sky high. Common personal injury claims, especially when involving visceral railroad accidents, can result in long-term lung damage not just for railroad workers, but passengers as well.
· Brain Damage – Specifically if there is a railroad accident, such as a collision due to miscommunication, the crash can be so jarring to cause concussions, traumatic brain injuries and even wrongful death 
claims.
· Gastrointestinal Problems – Somewhat related to lung damage, it’s clear that all those toxic chemicals used in engineering and maintenance can potentially cause problems in the mid-section with regard to digestion and other natural functions. These can be long-term problems as well, and it’s up to the qualified attorney experienced in personal injury law with respect to railroad accidents 
to conduct investigations and report any evidence of fumes and hazardous materials, specifically if cargo trains carry are improperly contained or managed.
· Cognitive and Emotional Problems – Associated with brain damage, this is another long-term condition costing numerous dollar signs for maintenance in hospitals and regular visits. If they were resultant of working on the railroad, by law the railroad company may be liable to provide the worker compensation for the troubling illness.
· Silicosis and Asbestosis – These conditions are essentially lung diseases resulting from the substances silicone and asbestos. Deterioration of the lungs can be disastrous and should be remedied immediately. You can imagine the medical costs, though, which is why it’s important to consult with an attorney and determine if there’s a personal injury case through FELA.
· Nerve Damage – Repetitive movement of body parts, as associated with railroad work, can often cause nerve damage in the long run. This can permit a person from using their hands, arms, legs and even feet, preventing the person from continuing work. That would also be another reason for suitable compensation in the event of nerve damage.
· Musculoskeletal Disorders – Additionally, the nerve damage would also be included in a greater condition under musculoskeletal disorder where the muscles, ligaments and tendons tighten so much that they ache and strain, making it hard to move. These are long-term, possibly permanent.
If you suffer from any of these conditions, contact one of our qualified personal injury attorneys in Virginia Beach

You can set up a time to schedule a free consultation with us at Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers. With our help, you’ll know the best course of action, and we’ll be there every step of the way to ensure your rights are being met. Call us today at [ln::phone] or view our web site 
for more information.

32. WRONGFUL DEATH
Hiring the Right Wrongful Death Lawyer in Virginia Beach or Norfolk, VA
The claims of wrongful death are climbing in Virginia
In fact, they’re climbing just about anywhere. Wrongful death claims in personal injury law are getting more common as we speak. That’s why we at Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers make it a priority to fight hard and get the compensation you deserve for you’re your loved one’s death.
Here are some statistics on wrongful death claims
It just so happens that for the first time in six years, motor vehicle accident fatalities spiked up over 5% compared to the prior year. Here are some other statistics:

· 2012 saw over 32,000 individuals die as a result of motor vehicle accidents.

· Eight of the country’s ten regions saw an increase in roadway deaths.

· That actually includes our proud state of Virginia.

· Those 2012 figures are at the highest since 2008 when they topped out at 37,000.

And you can bet that the numbers will continue to fluctuate and climb. Wrongful deaths, too, can occur in just about any industry:

· The Medical Field – Medical malpractice suits are common here and can often result in deaths of patients simply because the doctor or surgeon made a mistake.
· The Construction Industry – Because of hazardous chemicals and substances, construction workers often deal with a lot of poisons and contaminations. Additionally, some of the physical work they do in high-rises and steel girders can potentially result in major falls, causing instant death.
· Transportation – Occurrences like railroad accidents
, plane crashes, boating injuries, bus and truck pileups many times will result in multiple deaths.  
· Engineering Companies – The same tracks and structures unavoidably being the environment possibly causing the deaths of those people who don’t deserve to die often can cause deaths due to asbestos poisoning, silicone poisoning and other chemical contaminations on the engineers responsible for such construction.  
· Manufacturing – Additionally, cars, trucks, boats, trains and other vehicles can potentially cause accidents during manufacturing on multiple occasions. There have been reports of wrongful death personal injury 
cases on several occasions due to some of the dangers workers take to build the vehicles we drive on a daily basis.
The personal injury attorney will review your wrongful death case specifically
Essentially, any interested party can file a claim for the sake of all the expenses involved, such as funeral costs, and especially emotional suffering. Because the truth remains, and you’ll hear this from just about personal injury lawyer alive in Virginia: the person who died didn’t have to die. Someone was negligent. Someone else was responsible for the accident. By law, that someone has to be held accountable, and you are for sure entitled to the compensation itemized and presented to the court by your knowledgeable and skilled attorney.
Contact us immediately at our Virginia Beach or Williamsburg law firm office for more details

All you need to do is set up your confidential consultation. The professionals at Cooper Hurley Injury Lawyers can help you through your trying time, reviewing your case and assuring you that we’ll be there with you every step of the way. Call us at [ln::phone] or visit us online
 for more information.
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